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EDITORIALS 


Two Professions 


A Comparison 


For nearly thirty years the writer has, of neces- 
sity read constantly from the medical literature. 
During the same time he has made a hobby of 
reading the reviews of current theological books, 
= in some instances of reading these books them- 
selves. 


In addition one attends medical meetings and 
hospital staff meetings constantly and occasional- 
ly a meeting of a Church court. 


The difference is so striking that it cannot 
escape those who follow both. 


Of course the superficial difference is obvious. 
One has primarily to do with the spiritual realm, 
the realm of the soul, while the other has to do 
with the welfare of the body. 


The underlying difference though is one of 
approach. The modern physician or surgeon is ever 
striving for new methods of treatment, new 
surgical proceedures, new remedies to combat the 
diseases and functional disorders he faces daily. 
But no matter how progressive or modern the 
doctor may be, he sticks closely to certain funda- 
mental or basis sciences. Only the ignorant or the 
— or quack ignores or denies these basic 
truths. 


These basic sciences have to do with anatomy, 
chemistry, physiology, pathology, etc. Without an 
adequate knowledge of these no man can qualify 
legally or otherwise to practice medicine. 


On the other hand, we find the liberal or “pro- 
gressive” theologian often cutting loose from cer- 
tain fundamental or essential theological doctrines 
and instead of being brought to account by his 
fellow ministers he is often elevated to positions 
of greater ecclesiastical prominence. 


Let a physician deny the basic facts of anatomy 
or physiology or pathology and not only will he 
fail as a healer of the sick, he will soon find him- 


self outside the pale of the organized medical pro- 
fession, 





On the other hand, judging from their writings, 
and from the actions of Church courts; let a mipr- 
ister deny the plenary verbal inspiration of the 
Scriptures, the deity of Christ and the virgin birth, 
the vicarious atonement, the miraculous in the 
Bible and the bodily resurrection of our Lord and 
that minister is a progressive, a liberal, a man in 
good standing in his Church and often advanced 
in ecclesiastical preference and power. 


A medical or staff meeting presents the same 
startling discrepancy in approach. Let a patient 
die in any recognized hospital and that case record 
comes before the next staff meeting and is 
analized most carefully. Medical and __ surgical 
proceedures have to be explained and justified. 
The welfare of the patient comes ahead of pro- 
fessional courtesy. These discussions, often brutally 
frank, are a blessing to the medical profession and 
to patients of the future. 


But, in a Church court, if unsound teaching or 
preaching is denounced, it is the one who raises 
the issue who finds himself ostracized, not the one 
who has departed from historic Christianity. 


The inevitable conclusion of this comparison is 
that the medical profession demands and is ever 
jealous of the integrity of the profession, ever 
advancing and improving, but always adhering to 
certain established underlying and basic facts; 
but liberal theology, in trying to be progressive, 
fails to realize that there can be no advance or 
improvement which is not based on faith in es 
sential Christian doctrines. 


The end results of modern medicine and surgery 
are such as to command greater confidence than 
ever in the history of the world. Liberal theology 
on the other hand has brought the Church to the 
lowest ebb of world influence. You cannot d 
the foundations and expect the superstructure to 
remain strong. —L.N.B. 


The Call Of Christmas 


God loves to hang His lanterns at the end of 
some steep, dark way. Something quite commor 
place may be His occasion for the supreme ¢x 
pression of His love. A weary, slow journey bene 
Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem, to the peak evel 
of the ages. Listen humbly and gladly to the 
of Christmas, 
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An Event Supreme. “She brought forth her first 
born son.” Every first born was significant in 
Israel. This First Born shall be unique in history 
and central in the on-rolling events of time. From 
His birth shal] time be reckoned and eternity’s 
doors be thrown wide for the ever-growing throng 
of believers. Through the birth of this First Born. 
His life and death and resurrection; a new birth 
shall come to all who put their trust under the 
shadow of His wings and who make him their 
hiding place from sin. 


A Plea For Simplicity. “And wrapped Him in 
swaddling clothes’. Peasants provided such for 
their babes. There is no royal ermine, flecked 
with gold, here. This scene shuts the door on all 
false standards and the unseemly and artificial 
strife for place and preferment. It sounds the plea 
for genuine and true simplicity. Not outward 
splendor but inner fineness, born of friendship 
and fellowship with Him, Who came “not to be 
ministered unto’; lifts life to its highest level. 


A Fellowship With Lowliness. “And laid Him 
ina manger.”” We are reminded in the word that 
“not many wise after the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble, not many great, are called.” 
While we seem to think that earth’s great have 
special dispensations that lift them above the 
cbligations of simple, separated Christian living; 
God puts the emphasis elsewhere. The President 
of the United States and the King of England 
are just as dependent upon the shed Blood of 
Jesus Christ for salvation and just as obligated 
to simple, devoted Christian living as the last man 
saved in some Rescue Mission. This manger makes 
all mankind “at home” with Jesus. Jesus is the 
Great Commoner, the Elder Brother of the race— 
born in a manger, in a stable; worked in a car- 
penter’s shop in Nazareth; never owned a foot of 
ground He could call His own; had no place, no 
certain place, to lay His head; died on a Roman 
cross and was buried in a borrowed tomb. 


—S. McPh. G. 


Christians And 


Politics 


The Christian’s responsibilities as a citizen are 
very real and one way of expressing this responsi- 
— is in exercising the right and privilege to 
vote, 


governments are men lacking in statesmanship, 
men whose primary object in voting for or against 
any proposed legislation is not whether it is right 
or wrong, but rather whether it will win them 
Votes. As a result, our nation is governed more 
aid more by organized pressure groups. When 
these combine, or trade their influence, the result 
8 tyrrany of the minorities. 


The Christian influence should be felt at the 
polls through voting for men of moral and spiritual 
janine rather than in blindly following party 
ines. If, all over our nation, Christians would vote 
or ideals, rather than for some certain party 
tandidate, we would before long find more men 
ad of trust who would offer themselves for 
., While waiting for the opportunity to so vote 
is our duty to pray for those in authority, that 
Will strengthen them to put national welfare 
fore their own. 


_ In our judgment Christians should wield their 
influence by voting good men into office rather 
than to seek primarily to influence unworthy men 
by making the Church a pressure group. 

God give us men. L.N.B. 


in 
— 


“Peace, Peace, When 
There Is No Peace” 


(Jeremiah 6:14) 


This was what Israel was saying in the time 
ee This is what Americans are saying 
today. 


We have healed but slightly, if at all, the hurt 
of the world. We are saying that war has ceased 
and the world is at peace. But is there REAL 
peace? No one who reads the paper can fail to 
see that while World War II is officially at an 
end, strife, unrest, confusion, hatred, misery, and 
a score of minor wars are still with us. Some 
of these abound in our country, where our grati- 
tude to God for ending the Great War ought to 
make us turn to Him and try to make America 
the happiest nation in the world, where men can 
live in peace with their neighbors. 





We have all had the experience, probably, of a 
cut, or wound healing too quickly. A scab formed 
over the place, and we were just congratulating 
ourselves when all of a sudden the pain starts 
again, red streaks run out from the infection and 
we rush to the doctor. He has to take drastic steps 
to prevent blood poison and death. 


Our World War ended much sooner than many 
of us thought it would. We are rejoicing over lives 
spared and the return of our men. Some of us 
are wondering if there is any REAL healing. 


There has been no genuine Repentance, no Re- 
turn to God as a nation, or by any large group of 
people. Instead, our SINS are not only still with 
us, but growing in magnitude and heinousness. 
Washington, which ought to be the scene of thank- 
fulness and soberness, as we face the problems of 
peace, is the wettest city in the world. When minds 
ought to be clearest, they are the worst befuddled. 


The healing is only on the surface. Beneath, 
the poison and corruption are hiding, ready to 
spread at any moment. Fear—a Terrible Fear— 
has taken possession of many men, and well might 
it be thus, for an unregenerate, sin-sick, and 
demon-possessed world has discovered its suicide 
weapon. 


Our leaders CONFER, but do not CONFESS. 
Sin is laughed at, or covered up. Our only hope 
is to TURN to God, and TURN AWAY from sin. 
“Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die’? is the 
question God is asking America today. 


God does not desire our death, either as indi- 
viduals, or as a nation, but Life and Peace can 
only come in ONE way, the old, old way of RE- 
PENTANCE, and then, a real faith in the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world. 


“There is NO peace, saith my God, to the 
wicked.” We must go to the world with God’s 
diagnosis and with God’s remedy. Let us not fool 
ourselves, or be fooled by the devil, any longer, 
by glibly saying, “Peace, peace, when there is no 


’ 


peace,’ —J. K, P, 
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Peace-time Conscription 


A few weeks ago we were invited to a meeting 
where the subject of peace-time conscription was 
discussed. The program had been arranged from 
the standpoint of opposition to the project. Appar- 
ently it had stemmed from certain sources noted 
for their pacifist notions. At the conclusion of 
the meeting a formal resolution drafted in New 
York was presented and the majority seemed to 
feel it was proper to endorse it and send it to our 
Representatives in Congress. No one paused to ask 
if there could be another side to this question. 


During recent weeks many articles have flowed 
from the press championing both the affirmative 
and negative sides of this question. The radio has 
had many speakers presenting their views as to 
the merits of each position. There are many 
Christian people who are skeptical of movements 
emanating from pacifist circles and at the same 
time are reluctant to slavishly follow the program 
of those who are in control of our military opera- 
tions. Some feel that when the President of the 
United States sent his message to Congress for- 
mally demanding the enactment of a bill pro- 
viding for peace-time conscription for American 
youth, he was only echoing the wishes of the War 
Department. 


We do not claim sufficient wisdom to give a 
categorical answer to this question. We would 
certainly not try to force our personal views on 
some one else. We do wish to call to the attention 
of our constituency that there is one aspect of 
this question which, so far as we know, has been 
ignored. We consider this aspect vital. We may 
frame this idea in the form of a question. The 
question is: “Will the Army return our young men 
to us in as fine a moral condition as the day they 
left our homes?”. We are told that military train- 
ing is “good” for young men. We take it that the 
word “good” applies to the physical well-being of 
youth. But more important is youth’s moral well- 
being. When our son returns from a year’s serv- 
ice in the Army, we want him to return not only 
in good physical condition, but we insist that he 
be morally sound. With so much corruption and 
voluptuousness among the officers of the Army, 
it is almost impossible for a young man to return 
home uncontaminated by such ungodly environ- 





Wings For The Soul 


God Is In Every Tomorrow 


“God is in every tomorrow, 
Therefore I live for today, 

Certain of finding at sunrise 
Guidance and strength for the way; 
Power for each moment of weakness, 
Hope for each moment of pain, 
Comfort for every sorrow, 

Sunshine and joy after rain. 


“God is in every tomorrow, 
Planning for you and for me; 
E’en in the dark will I follow,— 
Trust where my eyes cannot see: 
Stilled by His promise of blessing, 
Soothed by the touch of His hand, 
Confident in His protection, 
Knowing my life-path is planned.” 


—Author Unknown. 


— 


ment. We hope this will not be construe 
flection on many officers in our Army who are 
stalwart Christian characters. All who know ayy. 
thing about Army life, however, can not ¢loy 
their eyes to the fact that there are many officer; 
who have no respect for a single one of the Ten 
Commandments. If our War Department woyjj 
promise to remove such men we feel that our par- 
ents would not be as_ hesitant to permit their 
sons to give one of the best years of their lives ig 
military training. Until such a time as our nil. 
tary authorities show their sincerity in takin 
cognizance of this vital factor they can not expect 
peace-time conscription to be warmly approved by 
Christian people. —J.RR. 


d as are. 


The Unitarians Wring 
Their Hands 


The Unitarians are distressed about what they 
themselves call their “disgracefully low” giving 
for denominational and benevolent purposes. Ad. 
mitting that the Unitarian giving-potential 
higher than that of other comparable American 
denominations they deplore the fact that such 
giving is far below the average for all churche;, 
Average United Presbyterian per capita giving fo 
missions and benevolence is $8.16 that of the Uni- 
tarian Church $.40. Mr. Robert Weston, writing 
in the Christian Register, the Unitarian weekly 
periodical, asks, “Is there any other denomination 
in which the contributions of churches for mission 
ary purposes are so disgracefully low?” He tells 
of one Unitarian Church with a $12,000 budget 
which gave $73.00 to missions; another in the $13, 
000 class gave $50.00. Still 
budget of almost $15,000 gave $62.00 and a 


another with a 


munies 
of oth 


A fi 
plannit 
which 


other with approximately $16,500 for its budget! 


gave $85.00. We do not present these figures.o 
these confessions in order to indulge in any smu 
‘holier than thou” attitude. We do it rather to sug 
gest how very logical it all is that Unitarian 
should lack the incentive for missionary giving 
What impulsion has a religion without a Saviow 
to evangelize the needy souls of men? For t 
evangelize means to spread good news and wil 
the one thing that is good about the news la 
been cut out—the saving power of a divine Christ 
—what is there left to get excited about? 
—Christian Union Herald. 


Candles In The Wind 


Candles in the wind are Christians all, 
To shine for Christ and send His light 
Into the darkness, lest others fall 
Or lose their way in the night. 


God grant that we may always shine 
With light undimmed and clear, 

A miniature of Thy light divine 

To comfort, guide and cheer. 


When the stormy winds against us blow 
And worldly blasts would put us out, 
Keep us shining brightly that all may kno¥ 
That we are Christ’s, without a doubt. 


Into the darkness of evil and shame, 
Into the places of deepest despair, 

May our small lights proclaim Thy name, 
Thy immeasurable love and infinite care. 


—Blanche Tunnel. 
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their Last August over 100 friends and supporters 
8 tof the Southern Presbyterian church met in Mon- 
mili Mrreat, N. C. A Continuing Committee was appoint- 
king M.d by this group to promote a vigorous and ag- 
‘pect Mressive educational program to inform our peo- 
d by Mjie upon the major issues involved in the Plan of 
R. Binion with the U.S.A. Church. 






The Continuing Committee met in the Pied- 
nont Hotel in Atlanta, Ga., on Tuesday, Novem- 
er 6th at 10:30 A. M. Twenty nine ruling elders 
and ministers, representing ten of our synods, 
were present for this meeting. We also had com- 
YMnunications from the Committee’s representatives 
of other synods. 

























A full day was spent in prayer, discussion and 
jlanning. A permanent organization was set up 
which is as follows: Rev. C. G. McClure, pastor 
hoc fof the Caldwell Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
‘Mtharlotte, N. C., as Chairman; Rev. Ferguson 
iMmWood, D.D., pastor of Westminster Presbyterian 
ritingggchureh, Atlanta, as Co-chairman; Rev. Henry B. 
veckliyagDendy, D.D., Weaverville, N. C., as Secretary; 
nationglr. W. Gettys Guille of Salisbury, N. C., as Treas- 
ission-gurer. Other members of the Executive Committee 
o tellgmire Rev. John M. Wells, D.D., of Sumter, S. C., 
yudgetfmend Mr. Kenneth Keyes of Miami, Fla., together 
> $13mvith the following members of a special Steering 
ith aggcommittee: Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D., Alex- 
1d an@endria, La., Rev. Ray Fortna of New Orleans, La., 
budgeand Dr. B. L. Parkinson of Columbus, Miss., and 
res omplt. Vernon W. Patterson of Charlotte, N. C. 


y smu ~6A Legal Committee on Church Property was ap- 
to SUMbointed, consisting of Judge C. Ellis Ott of Boga- 
tariamiusa, La., Chairman, Mr. Henry E. Davis, Flor- 
SIVINEence, S. C., Major W. Calvin Wells, Jackson, Miss., 
aViOCov. H. A. Holt, Charleston, West Va., Hon. G. M. 





































































et McNutt, Miami, Fla., Judge Samuel M. Wilson, 
1 witllexington, Ky. The Findings of our Committee 
"Chris bre as follows: 






RE: THE PROPOSED PLAN FOR 
UNION BETWEEN THE NORTHERN 
AND SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCHES 


The Assembly’s Permanent Committee on Co- 
bperation and Union has submitted a plan provid- 
ing for organic union between the Presbyterian 
hurch in the U.S.A. (Northern) and the Presby- 
rian Church in the U. S. (Southern), which is 
how before the churches for study. 


In this connection Southern Presbyterians are 
bsked to consider on its merits the following state- 
lent, which undertakes to summarize the earnest 
‘onvictions of a group of representative ministers 
nl laymen concerning this important matter. 


1. THE PLAN FALLS SHORT OF 
THE MAJOR OBJECTIVE. 


The union proposed under this plan comes far 
ort of realization of the chief purpose for which 
‘e Committee on Co-operation and Union was 
teated, and the specific injunctions laid upon it 
‘peatedly by successive Assemblies, namely, “to 
Xplore and search out ways and means of bring- 
ng into one body all branches of our Presbyterian 
imily.” (See Minutes of 1940, Page 67). 
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Continuing Church Committee 
Holds Meet in Atlanta 


The Southern Presbyterian Church has long 
stood committed wholeheartedly to a form of fed- 
eral union of churches holding the Presbyterian 
system in which real unity and co-operation would 
be realized and wasteful duplication eliminated 
while at the same time the sovereignty and dis- 
tinective historic traditions of each of the consti- 
tuent groups would be preserved. Assuming the 
greater desirability from every point of view of 
a union of this type, it certainly would seem to be 
the part of wisdom and Christian statesmanship to 
continue to strive patiently and tactfully for such 
a goal rather than plunge into a union now which 
would probably defeat or defer indefinitely the 
attainment of the larger and more worthwhile ob- 
jective. 


2. DOCTRINAL DIFFERENCES. 


Doctrinal differences between the two churches 
present a serious obstacle to organic union. So far 
as the credal statements are concerned the differ- 
ences do not appear to be significant, but there is 
manifestly a radical difference in viewpoint in the 
two churches as to the interpretation and admin- 
istration of the standards. 


There is ample evidence that in the Northern 
Chureh seminaries are largely given over to 
modernism or the so-called Liberal Theology, that 
candidates for the ministry are licensed by lead- 
ing presbyteries after having questioned or denied 
fundamental doctrines of the church, and. that 
prominent ministers of the church openly discredit 
the standards of the church as obsolete and preach 
modernism from the pulpit and in published writ- 
ings. 


It will be recalled that some years ago (1924) 
more than 1200 leading ministers of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church signed what is known as the 
Auburn Affirmation in which they affirm the non- 
essential character of such basic Christian doc- 
trines as The Inspiration of the Bible, The Virgin 
Birth, The Vicarious Atonement, The Resurrection 
of Christ, and The Miracles of our Lord. 


This affirmation has never been disapproved or 
repudiated by the General Assembly, and since 
many of the signers of that affirmation, as for 
example, Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, recent Moder- 
ator of the General Assembly, have been chosen 
for special honor by the church it is reasonable 
to conclude that as a whole the Northern Church 
regards conformity to doctrinal standards by its 
ministers as a matter of indifference or at most 
of minor importance. 


Even though it must be humbly confessed that 
there is a growing trend toward liberalism in some 
quarters in the Southern Church, it. is hard to 
believe that Southern Presbyterians generally 
would approve or tolerate such doctrinal unsound- 
ness. 


3. CHANGE IN THE STATUS 
OF RULING ELDER. 


The proposed plan represents a radical depar- 
ture from the historic position of the Southern | 
Church with respect to the principles of church 
government and polity, particularly with respect -% 
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to the function and dignity of the office of ruling 
éelder. One of the basic principles of Presbyterian 
church government is the parity of the minister 
and the ruling elder in church courts. According 
to the new plan the elder would not be permitted 
to participate in the ordination of ministers, elders 
or deacons, this being a function reserved exclu- 
sively to the minister. The net result is to de- 
reciate the office of ruling elder with correspond- 
ing exaltation of the office of minister, all of which 
looks in the direction of setting up in the church 
of a graduation of orders after the Episcopal 
pattern. Let us remember’ that the Northern 
Church is also seeking union with the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, and this is one further step 
in making such a union possible. 


4. THE ORDINATION OF 
WOMEN. 


The proposed plan contemplates the ordination 
of women to the office of ruling elder, and pre- 
sumably to the ministry. This as we understand is 
not only not authorized in Scripture, but is in di- 
rect conflict with the plain teaching of the Apostle 
Paul and the practice of the early church, and 
therefore contrary to the pattern of government 
which we believe was given to His Church by our 
Lord Himself. 


5. REGIONAL SYNODS. 


Another radical change in organization is the 
plan for regional synods as provided in Chapter 
13 of the new Form of Government and in Con- 
current Declaration, No. 10. (Page 13). The pre- 
sent plan followed by both Assemblies is to have 
the boundaries of synods conform largely to state 
lines. This would seem to be a logical] division, as 
it is based on a community of interest already well 
established. Whereas the proposed plan would set 
up larger and more or less arbitrary groupings, in 
some instances extending over so wide a territory 
as to be unwieldy and difficult of administration. 
For example, in grouping together into one Synod 
the area comprised in the states of Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, what 
advantage would be gained to compensate for the 
loss of the bonds of mutual interest and sympathy 
which now bind the existing synods into efficient 
units of administration and co-operation. 


6. THE GENERAL COUNCIL. 


The Genera] Council provided for in Chapter 28 
of the proposed Form of Government (Page 132) 
is a device contrary to the genius and traditions 
of the Southern Church. Such an agency inevitably 
tends toward control of the policies and adminis- 
trative machinery of the church by an oligarchy 
of hand-picked ecclesiastical politicians, and thus 
robs Presbyterianism of its crowning virtue which 
is the right of chosen representatives to meet in 
free deliberative assemblies under the sole guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit untrammeled by the fear 
or favor of men. 


7. THE RIGHTS OF 
SELF-DETERMINATION 
AND PROPERTY. 


Under the proposed plan no provision is made 
for recognizing or protecting the rights of self- 
determination or the property rights of congre- 
gations, presbyteries, or synods, which might not 
elect for reasons of conscience to enter the new 
organization. Undoubtedly many such cases would 
arise, as has happened in the case of every such 
ecclesiastical union in the past. In order, there- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





Dec. 15, 1945 


fore, to avoid injustice and the unseemly strife 
bitterness and costly litigation such as followed 
the union of the Cumberland and the Uga 
churches and the Northern and Southern Methodist 
churches, it would seem the dictate of commoy 
sense as well as Christian comity to recognize jp 
the solemn treaty or covenant forming the new 
organization that regardless of decisions by ec. 
clesiastical or civil courts, individuals, congre. 
gations, presbyteries or synods do have the right 
of self-determination, and if they decide afte 
due consideration to remain outside the new 
church they should not be forcibly deprived of 
their property. Moreover, justice and Christian 
ethics demand that the minister who elects to re 
main outside the new church should not be de 
= of his equity in the Minister’s Annuity 
und or of his right to continue membership there. 
in, if he so elects. 


8. SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND 
RACIAL PROBLEMS. 


The wide difference which exists between the 
point of view and the practice of the Northern and 
Southern Churches with respect to the proper 
function of the church in dealing with social, po- 
litical, and racial problems would undoubtedly give 
rise to hurtful controversy within the church, and 
would tend to divert the interest and energies of 
the church from its main task of preaching the 
Gospel of Christ to the whole world. 


9. CHRISTIAN UNITY POSSIBLE 
WITHOUT CHURCH UNITY. 


Finally, the unity for which our Lord prayed, 
and which every true follower of Christ must 
earnestly desire, and for which all must be will 
ing to work and to make every reasonable sacri- 
fice, is obviously not an outward or formal or ec- 
clesiastical union, but an inner or spiritua) unity, 
based upon a vital personal union with the living 
Christ, a common faith in and understanding of 
His Word, and a fellowship through the Spirit 
transcending all outward differences and embrac- 
ing “every kindred, and tongue, and people and 
nation.” 


To seek outward union or uniformity rather 
than inner spiritual unity has always had tragie 
consequences in the history of the church. Too 
often the leaders of the church dazzled by the 
love of mere bigness and power have sought an 
“unholy alliance” in which Christ was not honored, 
nor His truth maintained, nor His kingdom a¢- 
— nor the real unity of His church pre 
moted. 


For a thousand years the church labored and 
suffered under this false ideal of unity, unity # 
the sacrifice of truth and freedom. We call that 
period the Dark Ages. Is it possible that Christ 
wants us to pay such a price for unity? Is it pos 
sible that we are headed toward that kind of “Big 
Church?” 


10. THE RIGHT OF THE 
SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH TO LIVE. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church is now Ul! 
ted, homogenious and successful in its work. 
has a glorious history of achievement and > 
borne a consistent testimony to the distinct 
principles which gave it birth, namely, the H 
ship of Christ and the spiritual mission 0 tt 
church to preach the gospel to the whole world. 


is at peace with all other Christian denomination 
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There are many thoughtful and earnest min- 
isters and laymen in the church who feel that 
organic union with the Northern Presbyterian 
Church would compromise the clear ringing testi- 
mony of our church, and introduce many divisive 
and discordant influences to threaten the purity 
and peace of the church. Already the agitation 
for organic union has been a fruitful source of 
disunity and discord, and has furnished a breed- 
ing place for politics in our church courts for the 
past fifty years. It is Satan’s way of diverting us 
from the true mission of the church. We pray for 
peace. 


The question therefore remains, “Why should 
not the Southern Presbyterian Church continue 
its separate existence until the time comes when 
union with other groups can be effected which 
will promote real Christian unity rather than 
controversy and division?” 


—_——>———— 


Editor’s Note: This article is being published in 
pamphlet form. It is available for free distribution 
to church officers. It is also available to others 
at $1.00 per hundred, postpaid. If you will send 
us the full names and addresses of the elders 
and deacons in your church, we will mail them a 
copy of the reprint, free. 
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MATRONS WANTED 


PUTER 





Must be women of good Christian 
character. Must love children. Must 
be willing to work. Good pay. Excel- 
lent living conditions. Wonderful op- 
portunity for real Christian Service. 


If interested write at once to: 
Rev. D. R. Freeman, Supt. 


The Mountain Orphanage 
Black Mountain, N. C. 











Our supply of the June 1942 issue of The 
Journal (Vol. 1, No. 2) has been completely ex- 
hausted. If any reader has a copy of this issue we 
would very much appreciate his sending it to us. 
To compensate we shall extend the length of his 
subscription three months. 


Evangelism on the March 


By Rev. O. E. Sanden 


For a number of years it has been the writer’s 
good fortune to have given a considerable deal of 
his time to the ministry of special evangelistic 
work, in the South and also in the North. These 
experiences have provided him with a reason for a 
pont of view which he would like to share with 
the readers of this Paper. Since we are living in 
atime when evangelism is once again on the 
march, it might be well for us to observe this 
phenomena, and see in which direction it is moving. 
The following observations are given, not in the 
spirit of a final evaluation, but merely as sign 
posts, from which we might take better directions, 
and determine the way we should like to travel: 


1. First of all, I should like to make it clear that 
I use the term “evangelistic” in the specialized 
sense of the term. This is no brief for one method 
over against another—it is merely honoring the 
office of the evangelist, along with the other of- 
fices given by the Spirit to the Church universal. 
There has been in times past a tendency to be- 
little the office of evangelist, or to exaggerate 
ts faults—for which we have neither Scripture 
hor Church polity to back us up. Thank God, to- 
4y, men of vision throughout the Church, recog- 
lize that this is an attitude that brings only loss 
to the entire work of the Church. Christian edu- 
tation has its part, but someone must bring in the 
Taw recruits. The evangelist is God’s recruiting 
we iene Christian educator disciplines the con- 
Yert. Neither one dare longer say of the other, “I 
ve no need of thee.” 


2. The present day March of Evangelism is in 
the North. Go into a northern revival meeting to- 
day and what do you find? First of all, wonder- 
fully effective song leaders with up to the minute 
methods, and a repertoire of new and delightful 
songs. And, how the people sing them! We who 
are accustomed to singing the same songs Sunday 
after Sunday in the South are in danger of for- 
getting that when these songs were first used in 
the great Moody-Sankey meetings, or in the Chap- 
man-Alexander meetings, they too were new, and 
aroused no end of interest. But we have become so 
accustomed to using them, that we seem to think 
they go on forever and ever. I confess my em- 
barrassment in being invited to hold meetings in 
the North, and upon entering the auditorium hear 
the joyous tumult of mighty singing, in which I 
am unprepared to join. The new songs are used 
all over the northern states. 


3. “Youth for Christ” in the North. One rainy 
Saturday night, a few months ago I was invited 
to bring my testimony at a Youth Rally in the 
Auditorium in Minneapolis. The rain came down 
in Louisiana fashion—in sheets. Yet, there were 
7,000 enthusiastic young people in that meeting, 
by actual count. It has been the writer’s privilege 
to have had some small part in similar meetings 
from Washington D. C. to Chicago. For a week I 
spoke daily in Cook County to ae groups, 
urging them to be at the Youth Railly in e 
Stadium the following Saturday night. Nine hun- 
dreds hands would go up at one time indicating 
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they wanted reservations. When the final hour 
came, there were 26,000 young people present. 
How many invitations is Torrey Johnson receiving 
from us Southern ministers to open up these 
rallies in the South? Yet here is a movement 
signally blessed of the Holy Spirit to bring definite 
regeneration to the lives of many. 


4. The unicn meetings are in the north. Today 
I received a letter from a dear Brother, who has 
on occasion led the singing in my meetings. He 
tells me he is in a union meeting in the Pacific 
Northwest, with twenty-five great Churches united 
in the effort. He reports that the night of writing 
the letter great numbers of clear cut professions 
of faith were made. Louisville, Ky. recently held 
a Union Meeting with Dr. Robert E. Speer doing 
the preaching—and they found the union effort 
the way to get the job done in that City. A few 
weeks ago it was my privilege to conduct a union 
meeting on the northside in Chicago. The large 
tent was packed each night, often times hundreds 
were turned away. It is utter nonsense to say that 
people will not come to evangelistic meetings. 
They come by the multiplied hundreds. Just last 
week I answered an invitation to preach a week in 
the Mayo Civic Auditorium—a place seating thou- 
sands. We expect to fill it, and pay the rent out of 
the offerings—which runs to at least two hun- 
dred dollars a night. Whether people will come 
that way in the South remains to be seen. Given 
the same preparation, music, publicity, the results 
ought to be encouraging. 


5. Why is the march of evangelism to the North? 
One reason is evident. Modernism has met an im- 
passe, its methods do not satisfy the inner long- 
ings of the souls of the masses. Nothing short of a 
soul-winning evangelism meets the craving of the 
heart. Formal morning. services, and _ closed 
Churches Sunday nights bring no sense of triumph 
to any one, even to those who advocate the closed 
door policy. A spirit of revival stimulates to action, 
to the filling up of the Church pews. 


6. Many of our southern Churches have grown 
cold to evangelism as such. Where once the flames 
leaped high on the altars, now a cold formalism 
has crept over the services, chilling marrow and 
bone. “Our people will have none of the saw-dust 
trail,” they say. Nonsense! Slip around to the 
Gospel center and find your own people there. I 
know of one great Southern Presbyterian Church 
that has a 5:00 p. m. Vesper service through the 
winter. But at 8:00 p. m. hundreds of its people 
are seen streaming to a great Gospel Tabernacle. 
Yet the pastor warns against evangelism as though 
it were an evil. 


7. Our Church has all the elements of a sane, 
scriptural, acceptable evangelistic program, de- 
void of all those accessories, which tend to make 
some evangelistic efforts obnoxious. Presbyterian- 
ism has produced the greatest evangelists from 
Whitefield to Sunday. Chapman, Oliver, Talmage, 
Torrey, Trotter, Finney, Strickler, Baker, are but 
a few in the galaxy of those who were brought 
up in the Presbyterian faith. Today Evangelism is 
on the March. Would to God it were marching 
southward. 

——_~>—_— 


(Editors Note: The author of this article is a 
member of Louisiana Presbytery. One of the com- 
paratively young men of the Church, to date he 
has conducted apart from pastoral work and in- 
numerable young people’s rallies, 126 evangel- 
istic campaigns in over twenty states of the Union.) 


A Better World 
By Rev. Cary N. Weisiger* 


One of the most refreshing expounders of the 
Christian faith today is Mr. C. S. Lewis of Ox. 
ford University. In a recent book he says that 
Christ came into the world not merely to produce 
better men of the old kind but to produce a new. 
kind of man. This is unquestionably true. Jesys 
said to the cultured inquirer, Nicodemus, “Ye 
must be born anew” (John 3:7). Paul wrote to 


- the Corinthian Church, “Wherefore if any man js 


in a. he is a new creature” (II Corinthians 
$717). 


It has long been recognized by _ thoughtful, 
Bible-taught Christians that the most effective 
means of improving the world is through the re. 
generation of individuals. When individuals are 
thus transformed by “the renewing of the Holy 
Spirit” (Titus 3:5), forces are released for the 
bettering of the society of which those individuals 
are a part. Missionaries to depraved and sunken 
peoples, if they are obedient to their commission, 
do not begin to preach on sanitation and sewage 
disposal. They preach first on the redeeming grace 
of Christ, and then along with that they may in 
due course teach personal and social hygiene. And 
it has been found that new creatures in Christ are 
eager to live in a new way, and so standards of: 
living are changed and renovated. 


Although the Church rightly claims every area 
of life for Christ and sees the connection between 
sociology and religion, the Church should avoid 
the error of becoming primarily , concerned with 
politics and economics. Let the Church be the 
Church, a company of redeemed who have a 
message of salvation in Christ Jesus to proclaim 
to all the world. 


Individual Christians have moral responsibilities 
in socia] life. They are to be “‘the salt of the earth” 
and “the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13, 14). 
Thus they will work and pray for social change 
where there is evil, injustice and oppression. But 
even in this working and praying they will do well 
to keep in mind that the world needs not merely 
better men of the old kind but a new kind of man. 
Hence personal witnessing to Jesus Christ is still 
the a means a Christian has of improving the 
world. 


For a truly better world, pleasing to God, more- 
over, we look for the return of Jesus Christ and 
His making “all things new” (Revelation 21:5). 

Have you been born anew? 


*Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Av 
gusta, Ga. 


2 
Christmas Gift Suggestion 


May we suggest The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal as a gift of lasting value and at a mod- 
erate price. A year’s subscription insures a sem 
monthly reminder of your thoughtfulness, but 
more than that, The Journal carries the news ° 
eternal life which is able to make men wise unto 
salvation and bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. . : 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville . North Carolina 
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The Christian Doctrine of Marriage. ~ 
(| Corinthians 7:2) | 7 
By Rev. L. A. Beckman, Jr.° 


The text says: “Let every man have his own 
wife, and let every woman have her own hus- 
” 


band. 


By the Christian, any doctrine of marriage, 
which is not the Christian doctrine, should be con- 
sidered anathema, and totally excluded from his 
system of doctrine. To the Christian, any philoso- 
phy of marriage, which is not the Christian 
philosophy, should be foreign to his philosophy of 
life, and be so execrated that it shall never find 
lodgment in his philosophy of life. For the Chris- 
tian, any action relative to marriage, which is not 
Christian action, brings upon him the guilt of 
<<" to which guilt a Christian should not 
be liable. 


In Paley’s Philosophy we read: “The constitution 
of the sexes is the foundation of marriage.—In 
almost all countries marriage is made a religious 
ceremony. Yet in its own nature, and apart from 
scriptural rules and regulations, it is a civil con- 
tract.” 


In our study of the subject, The Christian Doc- 
trine of Marriage, let us notice: 


1. It Is A Divine Institution. In the marriage 
ceremony we say: “Holy matrimony which is an 
honorable estate, instituted by God in the time 
of man’s innocency.” Marriage is not something 
which has its origin in the mere individual in- 
vention or feeling of mankind. It was not thought- 
out by man. It has its origin in God. When we 
open the Bible, the inspired Word of God, we find 
that God so created man as to imply the necessity 
of the marriage union. Though God could have 
brought into existence an entire generation by the 
word of His power, yet Adam was first made, and 
that alone. Afterwards, Eve was made, from a 
portion of Adam, and also single. Then having 
created man, and wishing to crown him with the 
chiefest earthly blessing, God gave him marriage, 
instituted in Paradise, in the time of man’s unde- 
praved inocency. We read: “The Lord God brought 
her unto the man.” And in that first wedding they 
Were constituted as “the man and the wife.” 


“Thus was marriage originated, and miraculously 
introduced by God himself; solemnized by his own 
vine presence; made binding by his solemn pre- 
cept; hallowed by his gracious blessing; sanctified 
y his holy approbation; and enjoined in per- 
petuity as a standing law upon the entire human 
family.” God originated the institution of mar- 
nage, and was the officiating Minister at the first 
wedding. In the very first pages of God’s written 
revelation and in the first action in the drama 
of human Jife- God erects a perpetual testimony 
against the blasphemous impiety of those who 
Would degrade this first gift of God to man. We 
read: “And Adam said this is now bone of my 
bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 
Woman because she was taken out of man. And 
God blessed them and said unto them, be fruitful 
and multiply and replenish the earth. And they 
Were not ashamed.” Thus marriage was ordained 
of God, and-is therefore a divine institution. 


2. The Divine Ideal In Marriage. “Therefore 
shall a man leave his father and his mother, and 
shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall be one 
flesh.” Christ states it this way: “And they twain 
shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, 
but one flesh.”” Here we run into that mysterious 
arithmetic of the Bible—the divine arithmetic— 
where we discover that one plus one equals one. 
Yet that is God’s ideal in marriage. Originally hu- 
manity was one—Adam. Then God divided hu- 
manity—making two out of one—Adam and Eve. 
Then God proceeds to consolidate them, by the 
holy bond of matrimony, and to make them again 
one. 


The divinely ordained fountains of life are to 
be found in the homes. That is why we find hu- 
man beings dwelling in families, instead of living 
apart as individuals. God started the human race 
out on its long course with a family, and Eden 
was the home of that family. But back of the home 
lies marriage. Marriage is - a religious. as well as 
a civil contract. Therefore the home is built on a 
contract entered into by one man and one woman. 
“Let every man have his own wife, and let’ every 
woman have her own husband.” The contracting 
parties are to be one—“they twain shall be one”; 
‘one in hope and doctrine, one in charity”; yes, 
one in ideals and interests; one in purposes and 
endeavors; one in aspirations and inclinations. 


“Marriage is a contract on the part of the hus- 
band to love, comfort, honor, and keep his wife; 
and on the part of the wife to obey, serve, love, 
honor, and keep her husband; in every change of 
bodily health and worldly wealth; and both en- 
gage to keep only to one another during their 
joint lives.” Therefore to the Christian it is a 
Christian contract, and is to be considered only as 
such. The Christian will therefore enter into the 
contract with full purpose of, and endeavor after, 
attaining this ideal. 


“Thus was man constituted the head, protector, 
guardian and friend of woman, whom he was 
bound to love even as his own flesh; and thus was 
woman given to man by his all-bounteous Creator, 
to consummate his felicity, and to-be his helper, 
companion, ‘and the perennial fountain of sweet 
and pure delight.” ‘ shee’ 


We read in Psalm 68:6, “God setteth the soli- 
tary in families.” Yes, the two shall.be one. Surely 
he who fixed the inanimate planets. in their 
courses, and who “hath made: of one blood all. na- 
tions,—and determined the bounds of their habita- 
tion,” has also the right to fix, and does fix, the 
ideal in marriage, as we have just seen that ideal 
to be, “they. twain shall -be one.” 


3. How Shall The Christian Approach Marriage? 
It shall be approached by the Christian in a Chris- 
tian manner. The moral value and spiritual blessing 
of marriage depend upon a careful, prayerful and 
intelligent personal choice. Christian men and 
women wil] not think of entering upon the su- 
preme beatitude of their earthly existence with- 
out appealing to God for his divine guidance. It 
has been said: Love is blind. Therefore all the 
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more reason why the Christian, in seeking a help- 
mate for his cruise on the sea of life, will turn to 
the divine wisdom for help. The all-seeing and all- 
— God is not blind, and his counse] is always 
good. 


The Christian, in approaching the marriage altar. 
feeling his own imperfections and limitations, seeks 
God’s aid in choosing. 


There is a fable telling of a man who went to a 
florist that grows New Years, and told him that he 
wanted the very best year that grew. “With pleas- 
ure,” said the florist, and started to get it. “But 
I want to go too,” said the man; “I want to pick 
it out myself.” “Against the rules,” answered the 
florist, “but you may look in through the glass 
door.” So, looking through the glass door the man 
pointed out the New Year that grew the tallest and 
had the loveliest blossoms, as the one he wanted. 
But there must have been something wrong with 
the glass in the door, for when the florist brought 
it out, it was stumpy and withered and colorless. 
“I intended,” said the florist, “to get you a per- 
fect beauty if you had only let me pick it out.” 


Just so, the Christian, in the matter of life’s 
great choice of a companion, one with whom he 
is to become one, realizing that there may be 
something wrong with his eyes, or the glasses 
through which he looks, seeks divine guidance, and 
asks God to help him in the choice. 


The Christian in approaching the marriage altar 
“‘makes haste slowly.” The rich Young Ruler went 
running to Jesus. But the Christian approaches the 
marriage altar on his knees, prayerfully. For it is 
still true, “marry in haste and repent at leisure.” 
As one has said, in war time “Many a silly girl 
loses her head at the sight of a uniform.” If that 
were all it might not be so bad, but often she loses 
her virtue; and her budding future flower of 
happiness is blighted, and her voyage on the sea of 
life is consigned to stormy weather. 


Therefore the Christian will approach the mar- 
riage altar carefully and prayerfully, seeking God’s 
help in making the greatest of choices in his earth- 
ly life, the choice of one who is to be a com- 
panion until death does part them. 


4. How Shall The Divine Ideal Be Attained? 
The divine ideal is: they twain shall be one. How 
shall the Christian attain unto that ideal? Here 
we have much food for thought. 


The Christian shall do it by giving heed to and 
observing the injunction of God’s Word, 2 Co- 
rinthians 6:14, “Be ye not unequally yoked to- 
gether with unbelievers.” 


_ Our Westminster Confession of Faith says: It 
is lawful for all sorts of people to marry who are 
able with judgment to give their consent; yet it is 
the duty of Christians to marry only in the Lord. 
Therefore such as profess the true reformed re- 
ligion should not marry with infidels, Papists, or 
other idolaters; neither should such as are godly 
be unequally yoked, by marrying with such as are 
notoriously wicked in their life or maintain dam- 
nable heresies. 


When I was a boy on the farm I drove oxen 
and mules. But I never yoked an ox and a mule 
together. They would be unequally yoked. To the 
ox, the mule would be an unbeliever; he was en- 


tirely different from the ox; he did not have any 
horns, 


So the Christian, obeying God’s Word, will not 
“be unequally yoked together with unbelievers” 
But you ask: who is an unbeliever? To the Chris. 
tian that term includes the Buddhist, orthodox 
Jew, Roman Catholic, Mohammedan, Shintoist, ye, 
verily, all who are not Christians. Therefore the 
Christian who marries one of these is “unequally 
yoked together,” and cannot attain unto the ideal 
of God when he said: “They shall be one.” 


Two people who worship at different shrine 
are worlds apart, and therefore cannot be one. 
The Roman Catholic Church is truly correct when 
in their Code of Canon Law they say that they 
forbid marriages between Roman Catholic and 
Protestants, and that such a marriage is forbidden 
by divine law. It is truly forbidden when God says 
to Christians, “be not unequally yoked together.” 
How can two persons be one, if one of them is 
worshipping and praying to the “only wise God 
and Saviour of men,” and the other is worshipping 
and praying to Mary, who, though she be the 
Mother of Jesus, yet she is only a sinner saved by 
grace like any other saved person? They can no 
more be one than the Christian and the Buddhist 
can be one. 


For instance, here is a Christian wife. In the 
matter of religion her husband draws back and 
lets her go alone. The wife goes inte the sanctuary 
to worship but the husband is on the outside. Thus 
at the very point where his interest in her life 
should be the deepest, he fails; and therefore he 
fails in the highest point in God’s ideal, which is, 
that they should be one spiritually. Certainly two 
ideals of life, the one pure and noble and spiritual, 
the other worldly and ignoble, cannot well be mated 
in the same home. If one drinks at the fountain 
of God’s grace while the other imbibes deeply at 
the fountain of Bacchus, they are unequally yoked 
and cannot be one. If one worships the true God 
while the other worships a god of the world they 
are unequally yoked and cannot be one. 


The Christian, in being unequally yoked, has 
defied God’s Word, and no one can defy God's 
Word without paying the penalty. It is never safe 
to disobey the Word of God. 


A few years ago two young people in New York 
thought they could defy God’s law, and could 
brave dishonor and disgrace. When it was all over, 
and they had both committed suicide, the letter 
which the girl had written a friend was published 
in the papers. “My friend,” she wrote, “you and 
I and Fred, young, heedless, cynical, living in this 
reckless town of New York, may laugh sometime: 
at the old things like law and religion, when they 
say, “Thou shalt not.” We may think that phras 
was written for old fogies, and we may sneer # 
“The wages of sin is death’; but there will come 
to us sometime the knowledge that the law and 
religion are right. What they say we must not.do, 
we cannot do without suffering. Fred and I have 
learned that; the wages of sin is death.” 


Thus the Christian endeavoring to attain the 
ideal in ——- will not be unequally yoked, and 
as in 1 Corinthians 7:39, he will “marry only ® 
the Lord.” The Christian will marry a Cc ' 
and they shall be one; the one Christian Ideal 0 
life making of their marriage a communion in tht 
Holy Spirit; they being sharers in all the phase 
and activities of life. 


In this, Abraham, the Father of the Faithful 
has set a wonderful example for the faithful. He 
bound his trusted servant with an oath, that 
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gervant would not seek a wife for his son Isaac 
among the heathen idolaters of Canaan, but from 
among those who knew the true God. And why was 
he so much concerned about this matter? He did 
not want his son unequally yoked; but he wanted 
Isaac and his wife to be equally yoked together 
that they might realize the divine ideal in mar- 
riage. 


Then the Christian, surely will not take the 
yows of the holiest of human covenants, a very 
sacred and almost awe-inspiring act, beginning a 
new life of twain made one, without appearing 
before God, and in his invisible but felt presence 
launch out on the matrimonial sea of life. “Mar- 
riage was honored by our Saviour—who came to 
restore corrupt nature from the ruin of the fall— 
by his presence and the working of his first 
miracle. Thus was this endearing relation hallowed 
by the beginning of miracles, as well in the time 
of this new creation as in that of man’s original 
formation.” Thus to the Christian marriage is a 
very sacred thing. 


And may I say by way of parenthesis, that to 


my mind, instrumental music during the marriage 
ceremony proper is sacrilegious. Music before and 
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following the ceremony is not necessarily out of 
place. But when the Minister begins, everything 
else should cease. I have had people, forced to 
sit in the rear of the audience, say to me after 
the ceremony, “we could not hear what you were 
saying.” Therefore anything that detracts from or 
mars a divine institution is foreign to it and 
should be excised. Surely God cannot be pleased 
with that which mars his divine institution; and 
that is why I say that instrumental music should 
not be permitted during the marriage ceremony. 


So to return, Christians will not only seek the 
presence of their God in the marriage, but also 
his presence and blessing ever in their anticipated 
blissful wedlock. 


As Christians launch out on the matrimonial 
sea, it is fitting that they pray the prayer of the 
fishermen of Brittany when they launch ovt on 
the waves in their fishing boats, ‘““Keep us, O God, 
for our boat is small, and the ocean is so wide.” 


This, as I see it in God’s Holy Word, or by 
necessary inference therefrom, is the Christian 
Doctrine of Marriage. 


*Collins, Miss. 





The Mode of Baptism in the 
Early Church 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.* 


In a series of advertisements they are running 
in the Saturday dailies of Chattanooga, our breth- 
ren of the Church of Christ are showing a tre- 
mendous zeal for their denominational positions. 
But their zeal is not always matched by their 
accuracy of statement. We have called attention 
to their misrepresentation of Calvin’s doctrine of 
infant baptism. In later ads they assert and re- 
assert that the Baptism of Novatian in 251 was 
the first case of affusion in Church History. Since 
the Journal has recently carried the articles of 
Dr. John Scott Johnson on the biblical basis of 
affusion I shall not go into that aspect of the case 
at this time. 


The first writings after the books of the New 
Testament are the Apostolic Fathers. These articles 
are found in convenient form in Loeb’s Classical 
Library. Among the Apostolic Fathers there is a 
booklet called the Didache or The Teaching of the 
Twelve Apostles. Canon Streeter of England dates 
the Didache 90-100 A.D., others date it twenty- 
five or fifty years later. It thus antedates the 
aptism of Novatian by a century or a century and 
a half. In the seventh chapter of the Didache we 
read: “Now concerning baptism, baptize thus: 
Having first taught all these things, baptize ye 
into the name of the Father, and of the Son and 
of the Holy Ghost, in living (running) water. And 
f thou has not living water, baptize into other 
water; and if thou has not cold, then in warm. 
om if thou has neither, pour water thrice upon 
the head in the name of Father and of Son and 
of Holy Ghost.” 


This shows that there never was a time in the 
early Church when immersion was the only valid 


form of baptism. These early Christians on oc- 
casion used affusion and the scruples against 
baptism by sprinkling were only of later origin 
in the Church. 


The reference in the first part of the statement 
to baptism in running water points to some form 
of immersion, but whether or not that form was 
total submersion as practised by the immersion- 
ists in this country is another matter. One of the 
ablest of the Roman Catholic scholars, Mgr. 
Duchesne in this book on Christian Worship con- 
cludes that the ancient custom in Rome was to 
bring the candidates to the end of a large 
baptistery where the water was about waist deep 
and then plunge their heads under streams pour- 
ing into the pool. Our greatest American Presby- 
terian scholar, Dr. B. B. Warfield, comes to similar 
conclusion in his Studies In Theology, pp. 345-386. 
He finds two apparently conflicting lines of testi- 
mony. The documents generally speak of im- 
mersion with sprinkling as form, allowable for the 
sick. On the other hand, the archaeological re- 
mains, the pictures in the catacombs, generally 
show the water being poured upon the head of 
the candidate as he stands in the stream. 


Following the great archaeologist De Rossi, 
Warfield concludes that the normal form of bap- 
tism in the early church combined immersion and 
affusion in a single rite. The monuments bear 
witness to affusion as the completion of the act 
and Gregory of Nyssa, the Great Catechism, testi- 
fies to a trine immersion completed by. having 
“the water poured thrice on us” (Nicene and 
Post-Nicene Fathers, second series, pp. 502f). 
There is an interesting confirmation of this ancient 
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custom in the present mode of baptism used by 
the Syrian Church of Jerusalem, thus: “The priest 
. .. first lets the candidate down into the baptis- 
tery. Then laying his right hand on the head of 
the person to be baptized, with his left hand he 
takes up water successively from before, behind 
and from each side of the candidate, and pours it 
upon his head, and washes his whole body.” 


Affusion thus recognizes that. part of the bap- 
tismal services which the pictorial representations 
regarded as the most important. It magnifies the 
testimony to the work of the Holy Spirit whom 
God poured out upon His Church through the 
risen Christ. It symbolizes the Divine act, and the 
downcoming of the Holy Spirit. And the Church 
needs today as she has never needed since the 
days of Luther the magnifying of God’s activity. 
The Church is the place where God acts and man 
serves. Salvation is by faith not by works, by the 
grace of God not by the goodness of man, by the 
merits of Christ not by the works of the sinner. 
Not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to His mercy He Saved us 
through the washing of regeneration, even the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghost, which He poured upon 
us richly through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


*Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


Letter To An Unsaved 


Father 
By Rev. John B. Vail* 


My Dear Friend: 


These bitter months of war, with its fearful 
trail of destruction, death, heartache and hate, 
have caused us to probe deeply into our thoughts, 
for some satisfactory answer to such questions as 
“What is this world, anyway?”, and “Why is man 
here, and where is this human race headed?” 


Certainly, the evidence of today is convincing 
enough, even if the past were not, that the good 
intentions and the moral strength of natural man, 
are not capable of coping with the evils inherent 
in the race. To date, war is the only answer that 
even highly civilized man has been able to give, 
when nations’ interest clash. Even now, there is 
nothing on the horizon that assures us that un- 
regenerate peoples have found, or will find, an- 
other answer. 


But, behind this upheaval and repeated failure 
of man, a mighty principle is working. God, the 
Sovereign Ruler of the universe, is drawing out 
of this mass of humanity, a people for Himself. 
The world is an immense test-tube, and in it, a 
people of God, and for God, is being precipitated. 
The world is a furnace, and in it, a people of God, 
and for God, is being refined. 


_ God invites every man to be His, through the 
simple but decisive act of faith in Jesus Christ— 
receiving Jesus as Saviour and Lord. The invi- 
tation is three-fold: the Bible invites you, the 
church invites you, and the Holy Spirit, speaking 
directly to your conscience, invites you, to “Come”. 
Some come. Some do not. Those who respond to 
God’s gracious invitation, and yield their first .and 
full allegiance to Jesus—to these comes the privi- 
lege of being sons of God. We are immediately 


———e 


cleared of all charges, and enrolled in the Book 
of Life. “There is no condemnation to them that 
are in Christ Jesus.” 


We immediately receive the Holy Spirit, Who 
takes up His abode in our hearts. We are kept 
by God’s power through this life, to come into 
our full Inheritance, hereafter. 


You are invited. We urge you to accept this 
gracious offer which God makes to you. Your 
children would surely follow you and their mother 
in this God-given heritage. : 


The alternative? A_ restless soul, without an 
anchor for today, or hope for tomorrow. In the 
Great Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, Omnipotent 
Creator of All, each man finds his soul’s desire 
fully satisfied,—and peace. 


_We, as your friends, do earnestly hope that you 
will recognize and accept what God is offering to 
you, in His Son, Jesus Christ. 


“Just as I am, without one plea but that 
Thy Blood was shed for me, and, 
That Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 

O, Lamb of God, I come.” 


Most Sincerely Yours. 





An Evangelical Manifesto 


An Issue By The Plymouth Conference For 
The Advancement Of Evangelical Scholarship, 
Plymouth, Mass., August 18. 


In view of the world-wide catastrophe of two 
world wars through which humanity has passed in 
thirty years; and in view of the failure of modern 
philosophy, both idealistic. and naturalistic, to 
save western culture from disintegration and .col- 
lapse; and in view of the general ethical irre- 
sponsibility growing inevitably out of a man- 
centered philosophy of life, and the growing moral 
decadence in family and social life, the increasing 
stress between capital and labor, the widespread 
infiltration of modern life by such evils as the 
a traffic, crime and youth delinquency; There- 
ore 


(1) We summon men everywhere to repentance 
for personal, social, national and _ internation 
irresponsibility and sin which has brought upon 
men everywhere a divine judgment; 


(2) We plead with men to turn to Jesus Christ 
as the all-sufficient Saviour of men, urging upon 
them individual commitment to the Christian 
world-life view which by its dynamic lifted the 
ancient world above paganism and barbarism, and 
is the only hope for the modern world. 


(83) We call for a_ repudition of the mar 
centered attack on modern problems and for. re 
turn to the study of the Holy Scriptures in which 
God holds forth to man the good tidings of te 
demption and discloses the only world and life 
view through which man learns to live in accord 
ance with the will of God, resulting in soc 
national and international righteousness as the 
only basis for the preservation of our Christian 
civilization. , 
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MY CHRISTMAS GIFT 


]. My Christmas gift should be appropriate. 
2. My Christmas gift should be one that will be pleasing to the recipient. 
3. 


My Christmas gift should be in keeping with the blessings received from the one to 
whom itis given. | 

My Christmas gift should be enduring. 

My Christmas gift should be useful and beneficial. 

My Christmas gift should bring benefits and blessings to children and young people. 


7. My Christmas gift should be one that will bring happiness to the greatest number of per- 
sons. 


A CHRISTMAS GIFT OF MONEY, WAR BONDS, OR A LEGACY IN A WILL, MADE TO 
ONE OF OUR FOUR THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES TO ESTABLISH AN ENDOWMENT FOR 
A CHAIR TO GIVE SPECIALIZED TRAINING FOR COUNTRY MINISTERS AND HOME 
MISSIONARIES IN CONJUNCTION WITH EVANGELISM AND FIELD SUPERVISION, FUL- 
FILLS ALL THE CONDITIONS IN THE ABOVE SEVEN SPECIFICATIONS. 


1. It will be appropriate, for it will express our gratitude to Christ whose birthday we cele- 
brate at Christmas, and will open up a great avenue for Christian service. 


2. It will be pleasing to the recipient, for the burden of Christ is revealed when He was 
moved with compassion for the multitudes who “were scattered abroad as sheep having 
no shepherd.’ His heart's desire is also expressed in the Great Commission which means: 
Go - Reach - Teach - Evangelize. 


3. It will be in keeping with the benefits received, because it will be a practical way to 
give to Him who gave all to us, even His life upon the cross, for our salvation. 

4. It will be enduring, continuing in its blessings and benefits not just for a day, a year, a 
decade, a century, but forever. 

5. It will be useful and beneficial, because it will be a continuing blessing to home mis- 
sion and country churches in meeting their greatest needs by preparing for them specially 
trained and satisfied pastors. 

6. It will bring a blessing to multitudes of children and youth who are found in such 


great numbers in home mission and country churches, who will through this means be furn- 
ished with pastors trained to meet their spiritual needs. 


7. It will bring happiness to the multitudes of appreciative people who will not have the 
spiritual ministration of qualified pastors unless they are amply trained for the task. 


May we at this Christmas season make our gift as liberal as possible to carry out the 
Commission of Christ whose birthday we celebrate. 


THREE WAYS TO GIVE 


1. Make your check payable to the treasurer of the theological seminary of your choice 
and send promptly either to Austin Theological Seminary, Austin, Tex.; Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary, Decatur, Ga.; Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 109 East 
Broadway, Louisville, Ky.; or Union Theological Seminary, 3401 Brook Road, Richmond, Va. 

2. Transfer your war bonds and make them payable to the trustees of the seminary of 
your choice, inserting name and address of the seminary, bonds to be held in trust until 
the time of maturity. Send the bonds to one of the addresses indicated above. 

3. Use the following form in your will: I give, devise, and bequeath $ and 
Property named as follows 
to the Trustees of (insert name and address of seminary.) 

In each case be sure to indicate that your contribution is to provide for the support of a 
chair to give specialized training to Country Pastors and Home Missionaries in conjunction 
with Evangelism and Field Supervision. 


HENRY M. McLAUGHLIN 


Director of the Department of Country Church and Sunday School Extension 
8 North Sixth Street, Richmond, Virginia. 


4, 
5. 
6. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Word From Japan About 
“Our Tamiko” 


Word has just come to the Committee on Wom- 
an’s Work through Mr. JLardner Moore that 
Tamiko is safe. He writes as follows: 


“Among friends I have met, but have not had 
time to talk to, are Okamura Tamiko and Pro- 
fessor Snekane. Tamiko San seems to be as pretty 
and sweet as ever. She has been asked to come 
over and sing for the army service which is held 
in the Kaigan church.” 


We know you rejoice with us in this word from 
our friend in Japan. We hope to be able to hear 
from her direct soon. We are grateful to God for 
His safekeeping of her. Let us continue to pray 
for her as she makes her Christian witness in the 
new Japan. 
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Foreign Mission Study Season 
January | - February 3, 1946 
(Africa Year) 


This is “Africa Year’ in mission study among 
all denominations. It is a fitting theme. One of 
the major considerations at the San Francisco 
Conference was what is to be done about the de- 
pendent peoples of the world. One hundred and 
fifty million of them live on the continent of 
Africa on land which for the most part they do 
not own though their people have lived there for 
generations on end! Their land is owned and con- 
trolled by Europeans, and their tribal life is 
governed by overlords from foreign lands. 


The hope of future improvement of these 
millions of people and also for the solution of 
many of their problems lies in the work of the 
missionaries, past, present and future. 


One million eight hundred thousand (1,800,000) 
Africans live in the Belgian Congo where our own 
mission is located. Our mission is known as the 
American Presbyterian Congo Mission. This work 
over a period of a little more than fifty years 
has grown and developed into one of the largest 
and most effective missions on the continent. 
Here is our opportunity to learn more about it, 
to understand its problems, to see the fruit of our 
past support of this work and to dedicate our- 
selves to its future development. 


> <2. 


A Song In The Air 


Early on Christmas morning while it was still 
dark, our church choir complete with the four 
voices went carolling from 3:30 until 5:30. Quiet- 
ly we walked with a lantern in our hand over grass 
heavy with dew in the streets. Apparently it was 
the first time that such singing had been heard 
at dawn in Dourados, and it met with a wave of 





approval and po hag In fact, so many were 
the grateful echoes that we were touched by 
the comments. 


Some of the newcomers from Rio who make 
up the staff of the Agricultural Federal Colony 
were delighted and surprised to find anything 
like carolling in our far-away corner. The di. 
rector and his wife who are charming and cultured 
were the most enthusiastic of all and begged to 


join us on a similar occasion. They asked if one 


could not also sing on New Year’s morn. This 
couple has the = other piano in town which 
we used for the rehearsals of our new choir; and 
we practiced faithfully for three days. Little by 
little all the four voices were discovered besides 
lyrics and mezzo sopranos and we learned two 
lovely evangelical hymns appropriate for the New 
Year. The significant words were a novelty to 
them and they confessed how uplifting these were, 


Their enthusiasm was beautiful to see. It was 
not enough to learn one hymn. But seeing another 
appropriate for the same occasion on the opposite 
page of the hymnal, they asked naively: “Oh, 
couldn’t you teach us this one also? Play it for 
us!” And lo! soon the second one was learned, 
too. There was something fascinating about the 
melody that seemed to get into their veins. They 
did not want to stop rehearsing even though it 
was one of the hottest days ever known in Dou- 
rados ... and in a wooden, “attic” house, as some 
one aptly called the frame buildings here. We 
sang on gladly, stopping only for a cup of hot 
coffee. (There is no such thing as ice here.) On 
that Sunday, which was the last day of the old 
year, I spent all the time rehearsing with these 
friends between Sunday School and the various 
services at our church, including Watch Night 
Service. And such a happy day it was to see these 
folks, for the most part indifferent to religion, 
and others who had never known evangelical, 
sacred music, sing the lovely words with feeling 
and satisfaction. 


We started on our ministry of song at 1:30 
A. M. and sang on for two hours. This choir 
was even a greater success in a way than our 
church choir, for the believers were surprised to 
hear hymns from strange lips. They say it was 
really lovely in the night air and well done. Some 
coveted these cultivated voices for our church 
choir. It was interesting to hear these colony folks 
comment on their own singing! “Oh, it was pretty, 
wasn’t it?”, they would exclaim, as we walke 
along from one section of town to the other. Their 
genuine joy reminded me of children who 
discovered new powers and pleasure. They 
lost themselves in service and the giving of then- 
selves to others and found it satisfying. Once when 
I suggested that the first and last verses of each 
hymn might be enough, they answered: “Oh, no! 
the words are so lovely. Let us sing them all!”..: 
so they would sing the four stanzas of each, mak- 
ing a total of eight every time we stopped to sing! 


Many persons came to the front of the house 
or yard and called out a friendly “thank you” and 
wished us a happy New Year. Now and again # 
lonely wanderer—probably a late straggler from 
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a ball—joined our group until we soon had a 
large following of people that far outnumbered 
our own group! Each time one “joined up”, as it 
were, one of our Colony songsters would say in 
the most pleased tones: “Poor thing! he liked our 
singing!” One had a kind of Pied-Piper feeling, 
but we rejoiced that we were leading these souls 
not to destruction, but to thinking on things worth- 
while. 


Before we were half through with our song 
itinerary which included the homes of the mayor 
and chief citizens, the jail, the aged and shut-ins, 
these dear friends asked: “When can we do some- 
thing like this again?” The answer was that Easter 
morning would be a fitting occasion, and at once 
they wanted to know if appropriate hymns were 
available, When I assured them of many beautiful 
ones from which to choose and hummed a bit of 
the “Lyra Davidica”, they went into ecstasies of 
delight and determined to begin learning the 
hymns soon. They are even studying the Christ- 
mas carols they heard and liked. 


So I have suddenly found myself with a new 
job, all unsought. And such a glad task it is! But 
the biggest joke of all is that music is far from 
being one of my talents. However, it is better so, 
for one depends more than ever on the Presence 
for help and results. Besides, one realizes anew 
the truth of the verse: “But God hath chosen the 


® foolish things of the world to confound the wise; 


and... the weak things of the world to confound 
the things which are mighty ... that no flesh 
should glory.” 


Who would have dreamed that the answer to 
our prayer to interest these newcomers in things 
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eternal would have come about in this fashion! 
You will pray with us, will you not, that the 
Gospel in song may touch hearts who will eventual- 
ly surrender to Christ, in whom alone is salvation 
and real happiness. 

. . . And all this because of a song in the air, 
for music is a universal language. And music that 
“rises on the high, clear wings of song,” especially 
at dawn, stirs emotions and latent sentiment for 
good and for God! 

Myrtle Stosberg Sydenstricker. 

Dourados, Brazil. 

eee 


Contributions Of The Presbyterian Church (U. S.) 
To The General Assembly’s Training School 
OCTOBER 
1945 1944 
$2,753.74 $2,780.61 





Have YOU Been Wondering HOW To 
ENCOURAGE THE PEOPLE in your church to greater 


zeal in witnessing for Christ— 
REACH MORE NON-CHRISTIANS in your community 


with the Gospel— 
ECONOMICALLY ADVERTISE your church as a Bible- 
believing and Christ-exalting church— 
THE HOME EVANGEL WILL HELP YOU 
“The Home Evangel” is an attractive four-page mon’ 
Scriptura) variety tract presenting in four terse, w 
written messages the invitation of the Gospel. 
It is attractive yet dignified; timely; orthodox; varied in 
and content. 
e print the name and announcements of your local 
church at the bottom of the back poe. 
PRICE: $2.08 for the first 300 ( minimum 
imprint) and 36c for each additional 100. 75c per 100 with- 
out imprint. 36c for each additional 100. (Plus Postage). 


est Samples. 
“Covenant House,” 707 Lincoln Ave., Willow Grove, Pa. 











tain of the most powerful in the South. 


Baptists. 


October, November and December. 


31, 19 
April 1, 1946. 


J. H. Marion, Jr. 





RL, Lapsley, Jr. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN HOUR IN 1946 


BE HEARD OVER 


ASSEMBLY-WIDE 


The Plan Approved By The 1945 General Assembly Will Be 
Realized By Our Co-operation With 


THE SOUTHERN RELIGIOUS RADIO CONFERENCE 
COMPOSED OF THE RADIO COMMITTEES OF 


Southern Baptists . Methodists And Presbyterians 


We shall broadcast over an independent network of some forty stations, including cer- 


The identity of each denominational broadcast will be preserved within the framework of 
the Southern Religious Radio Conference. The series will begin in January, 1946, by the 


The Presbyterian Hour will be heard this spring in March and April, and next fall during 


The Assembly Has Authorized Two Steps: 
1, = raising by special appeal of $30,000.00 within this fiscal year ending March 


2. The placing Radio Work in the budget of Assembly's Causes for year beginning 


RESPOND GENEROUSLY TO THE APPEAL MADE BY THE RADIO COMMITTEE 


RADIO COMMITTEE 
John M. Alexander - Chairman 


NETWORK 


Alex. R. Batchelor 8. J. Patterson 
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A Pulpit Digest Book Club Selection 
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The author, in a message to the reader of 
the book, writes: “To this preacher’s way of 
thinking, there is no privilege that can com- 
pare with that of offering whatever physical, 
mental and spiritual powers one possesses 
for the transmission of the eternal Gospel] to 
contemporary needs. It is at once the most. 
elusive, the most awesome and the most ex. 
citing work to which a man can be summon- 
ed.”” When one has read and thought through 
the messages of this book, he feels that the 
; ; author has admirably met his own high stan- 
Here’s a feature of our Annuity Gift plan dards, for amid the myriad problems of to- 

that appeals. to many people: day’s needs, he has set before us the ever- 
lasting presence, comfort and healing of the 
Throne among the shadows. 























You can make a gift to Foreign Missions in 
any amount eg pea up, receive a lib- ORDER FROM 
eral income for life on the money you give . 

away, and, in addition, specify that: at your ar resbyte rian Book Stores 
death this same income shall be continued in P Te 
regular payments to another designated per- Richmond 9, Virginia — Dallas 1, Texas 
son as long as he or she may live. 











Note, too, the double advantage in all An- 
nuity. Gifts to Foreign Missions: First, the 
giver has the spiritual satisfaction of mak- 


ing a substantial donation to God’s work. 
Secondly, the giver arranges for himself or 
for a saw else a guaranteed, definite 
5 sale bene ciate A Liberal Arts College For Women 
JACKSON . MISSISSIPPI 








Other incidental advantages also are ob- 
tainable in utilizing this two-way plan 
of giving and receiving. These advan- UNATHANE 
tages are set forth in detail in two book- 
lets which we will be glad to send free 
on request: “Your Money Does Double 
Duty” and “A Guaranteed Lifetime In- 
vestment With Mutual Benefits For 
Yourself And Others.” Write for these 
free booklets today. 


Belhaven College offers to young women the 
opportunity to obtain an education under 
the most favorable circumstances, The equip- 
ment is modern and attractive. A faculty of 
well-trained Christian men and women man 
fests interest in the individual student. 
Sound scholarship is maintained. 


CURRY B. HEARN Special. emphasis is placed on those things 
which tend to produce Christian character. 
Treasurer A wholesome social life is calculated to de 


ot ° velop that charm and graciousness essential 
Executive. Committee Of to the wath-odmented <n. All year out. 


: ° 6 door sports help to build strong bodies and 
Foreign Missions insure health. 


Presbyterian Church In TL 


The United States FOR. CATALOG, WRITE TO: 
G. T. Gillespie . President 


ee 
ee 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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Young 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For January 


ONE WORLD 
Introduction For The Month 


We hear much these days about our world being 
“one world.” Those who use this expression are 
thinking primarily of how the peoples of the earth 
have been drawn closer together and been made 
dependent upon each other by means of the great 
development in transportation, communication, 
and trade. But our world is anything but “one 
world” when we think of all the conflicting loyal- 
ties, clashing interests, deep rooted prejudices, 
and selfish indifference that tear at the very heart 
of a decent world today. 


We have one little world with a great many 
big problems. These problems must be solved if 
we are to live together in the kind of world our 
boys fought and died for. We are told that the 
only answer to these problems lies in a world wide 
Christian fellowship that will morally and spiritual- 
ly undergird the emerging world society. It is 
true that the by-products of Christian faith and 
life will be the salt that will preserve the world 
from corruption and the light that will point the 
way out. But it is also true that when the claims 
of Christ are laid upon the hearts of men many 
turn away and the very faith that binds many in 
fellowship divides men in their loyalties and aims. 
Our message for our one world must be made of 
sterner stuff than mere moral undergirding. 


When we Christians use the term “One World” 
two truths must have absolute priority in our 
thinking and in our service. Paul tells us, “God 
has made of one blood all nations that dwell on 
the face of the earth.” (Acts 17:26). But all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God, and 
without the shedding of blood there is no re- 
mission of sin. Rom. 3:23; Heb. 9:22). Therefore 
God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son for us, that we might not perish but 
have everlasting life. (John 3:16). The world of 
sinners has been made of one blood; therefore the 
blood of One is for all the world. The Christian 
thinks of the world as “one world” because it is 
at one in its need of a Saviour from sin, and the 
one Saviour from sin is for all the world. Getting 
this Saviour into the hearts and lives of all the 
peoples of the earth is our great task, all else is 
secondary. 


If this task is to be accomplished several things 
must happen—there must be those who go with 
the message, there must be the places to which 
they go, there must be results when they have 
preached, and there must be others trained to go 
and keep the work going on. Let us examine these 
things uring the month as we think of our “one 
world” from the standpoint of our Christian duty. 


Jan. 6: Who Will Go For Us? 
Introduction 


God so loved the world that He gave His only 
egotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life, but no 


People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


one ever believes in Him unless you and I who 
know Him tell them about Him. God could rend 
the heavens and speak to any man anywhere, but 
in His marvelous grace He has committed to you 
and me the privilege of going and speaking for 
Him, and if we do not go men shal] not hear. 
God gave His son that men might be saved, but 
men shall not be saved unless you and I go and 
tell. Since this is true God is ever standing at the 
door of our hearts and asking, “Who will go for 
us? 


When we stop to think that the eternal God 
wants to reach all men, but has decided to reach 
only those whom He can reach through us our 
first reaction is to say, “Here am I, Lord, send 
me.” But it takes more than that. The topic for 
our program tonight is taken from the call of 
God to the prophet Isaiah. Let’s look at the ex- 
perience of Isaiah and see the call of God in its 
fullness, 


Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 6:1-10 


1. A Vision of God. 1-4, In the year that King 
Uzziah died Isaiah went in to the Temple. He had 
often gone before and nothing happened, but on 
this particular morning something happened—all 
the furniture of the Temple came alive with the 
presence of God and he saw God in all His glory 
and power. He saw that though the great Uzziah 
had died God was still on the throne of the uni- 
verse. Even as the great Augustine saw that when 
Rome fell the greatest city in the world had fallen 
but the city of God remained. We all must have 
a clear and compelling vision of God and His 
might and power, else we shal] never be ready to 
step out for God. 


2. A Confession of God ... 5. Every man has 
verified this experience, for as soon as any man 
sees God in all His beauty and holiness he realizes 
his own sinfulness and the sinfulness of the world. 
If all we have seen is people about us we may not 
fee] ourselves and our world to be very bad, but 
once we look into the face of God we and the 
peoples of our world become exceeding sinful 
under the condemnation of the light of God. 


3. A Cleansing by God ... 6-7. Sinful man 
can not truly represent God among men, nor can 
sinful man remove his own sins; therefore as soon 
as a man sees himself sinful he must be cleansed 
by God. The coal from off the altar was pointing 
forward to the altar of our cleansing, the Cross 
of Calvary. There “him who knew no sin God 
made to be sin for us, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him.” “He. himself 
bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we 
might be dead to sin and alive unto God.” (2 Cor. 
5:21 and 1 Peter 2:24). 


4. A Call from God ... 8. Now that Isaiah had 
seen God, confessed his sin, and been cleansed he 
was ready to hear the call, and God called to him, 
asking him to voluntarily accept the work for 
which he had been spiritually prepared. hes 


5. A Commission for God ... 9-10. When Isa- 
iah responded he was given a.specific job to do— 
a definite people to whom to go and a definite 
message to deliver. Even so the field is the world 
and we can’t go everywhere, but God wil] show us 
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exactly where, and wherever we go we have a 
definite Gospel committed to us and we are to 
deliver it, nothing more, nothing less. 


Suggestions 


The leader should introduce the monthly em- 
phasis and use some of the great missionary hymns 
of the church. Then the introduction for the topic 
of the evening should be given and Scripture 
lesson studied, with some one pointing out care- 
fully the necessary parts of our spiritual prepara- 
tion. Following the Scripture lesson some one 
should present the need for workers in the various 
fields and something of the number of missionary 
recruits we have on hand. This information can 
be secured from the Annual Report of the Foreign 
Missions Committee. Then when this has been 
done the group will be conscious of the great need 
for more volunteers. Two things should be emvuha- 
sized, either in talks or in a discussion. The first is 
Christ’s method of getting laborers—‘“Pray ye the 
Lord of the harvest that he will send forth labor- 
ers.” (Matt. 9:37-38). And when we pray God 
will speak to us and tell us where He wants us 
to go, so then the group ought to consider the call 
to the mission field. 


Jan. 13: Somewhere In Earth's 
Harvest Fields. 


Introduction 
There’s surely somewhere a lowly place 
In earth’s harvest field so wide, 
Where I may labor through life’s short day 
For Jesus the Crucified. 


As we sing these words of the hymn in our serv- 
ices we ought always to remember that there is 
not only some lowly place in earth’s harvest fields 
so wide, but we ought also to remember that there 
is somewhere just the very place to which God 
would have us go to labor. We can not be so happy 
in any other place. No one can serve in that place 
as well as you, and you can not serve as well any- 
where else. 


But how shall we find just the very place where 
God wants us to go? You and I are Christians to- 
day because God guided Paul to the very place 
where He wanted him to witness. It was not where 
Paul wanted to go, it was a very unlikely looking 
place down by the river side, and the results were 
not very encouraging because only a woman was 
converted, but it was the beginning of the Gospel 
in Europe and through European churches you 
and I are Christians today and through these 
churches the Gospel has gone into all the world. 
Let’s look at the way God guided Paul on that 
Second Missionary journey. 


Scripture Lesson: Acts 16:6-18 

1. Guidance. 6-10. Paul wanted to go north into 
Asia but the Spirit of God would not let him but 
in some manner kept pushing him toward Europe. 
So God’s Spirit will hinder us from going in one 
direction and point us in another direction by 
means of Bible commands, inner conviction, outer 
circumstances, and Christian counsel of friends. 


2. Obedience. 11-12. As soon as the directing 
vision had come we see that Paul prepared to im- 
mediately obey the command of the Lord. Too 
often we say God will not direct us when we have 
refused to do what He has already commanded. 
Obey the commands you have and others will be 
forthcoming. 


3. Results. 13-15. Their preaching in the place 
to which they had been led was accompanied by 


definite results. Lydia was converted and began 
to manifest the fruit of the Spirit right away 
Whenever God calls us to a place and to a tad 
there will be fruit in that slieo~tadinn of con. 
versions and character. 


4. Power. 16-18. The Gospel is the pow 
God to drive out sin and evil. Where God ye 
us with the Gospel.we shall see the power of God 
as lives are no longer conformed to the world but 
are transformed by the power of the Gospel, 


If we are truly born again and sincerely want 
God to lead us He will direct our paths by His 
Spirit as we study the Word, pray, look upon the 
fields, and talk with Christian friends. When the 
conviction comes if we obey immediately God will 
confirm His guidance by results and power. 


: Suggestions 

_This program should be one of inspiration that 
will move us to seek the guidance of God concern. 
ing what He wants us to do about Missions, and 
the inspiration must be followed by information, 
Here are two books that will supply us more in. 
formation than we can use in one program: “From 
One Generation to Another,” by Egbert W. Smith. 
Your pastor has a copy of this book. The mission 
study book this year is “The Cross Over Africa,” 
by Newell S. Booth. The president of your ladies’ 
auxiliary can supply you with this one. Look 
through and present some material about the 
needs and opportunities of certain fields. Present 
this as practical information after you have used 
the Scriptural study on guidance. 


A Confession 


am the greatest criminal in history. 

have killed more men than have fallen in all the 
wars of the world. 

have turned more men into brutes. 

have made millions of homes unhappy. 

have transformed many ambitious youths into 
hopeless parasites. 

make smooth the downward path for countless 
millions. 

destroy the weak and weaken the strong. 

ensnare the innocent. 

make the wise man a fool and trample the fool 
into his folly. 

The abandoned wife knows me, the hungry chil- 
dren know me, the parents whose child has 
bowed their gray heads in sorrow know me. 

I have ruined millions of women and, if I am al 
lowed, will ruin millions more. 

am alcohol; do you know me? 
am alcohol; have you ever voted for me? 


—Selected. 





FREE TITHING LITERATURE 


FREE to any Evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “TAKE NO THOUGHT” for 
each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on Tithing before 
distribution. Write stating denomination and 
number of leaflets desired to: TITHER, Box 
“J,” 710 Title Insurance Building, Los Ax- 
geles 13, California. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


LESSON FOR JANUARY 6 
A People Oppressed 


Scripture: Exodus 1 - 5. Devotional Reading: 
Psalm 9:1-4, 9-11. 


Introduction 


Verses 9 and 10 of our Devotional] Reading 
form a good introduction to our study today: “The 
Lord also will be a refuge (high tower) for the 
oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. And they 
that know thy name will put their trust in thee: 
for thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek 
Thee.” Deliverance comes to the oppressed soul 
or the oppressed nation that realizes the truth of 
these two verses. 


We begin our three month’s study of “A Nation 
in the Making,” with the book of Exodus. Let us 
try in the brief space we have, to gather up some 
of the outstanding lessons in these first five chap- 
ters. 


Chapter I: Bitter Bondage. This chapter opens 
with a summary of those who came down into 
Egypt. Then we are told that Joseph died and all 
that generation. In verse 7 we have this state- 
ment; “And the children of Israel were fruitful, 
and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and 
waxed exceedingly mighty, and the land was filled 
with them.” We can better understand what 
follows by keeping this verse in mind. 


Verses 8-10 give the reasons for the oppression: 
first, there arose a new king who knew not Joseph, 
and, second, the tremendous growth of the He- 
brew people frightened the Egyptians. It would 
seem that the Hyksos, or Shepherd kings, were 
driven from the throne, and that the new dynasty 
was hostile to the Israelites and jealous and sus- 
picious of them. 


They concluded to adopt a “wise policy” towards 
them. How often the “wise policies’ of men are 
foolish and repulsive to God! Hitler, no doubt, 
thought that he was adopting a “wise policy” when 
e sought to exterminate the Jews in Germany. 
His wise policy met the same fate as Pharoah’s. 


So with many of the policies adopted by oppressors 
in all ages, 


_ The Israelites were so numerous that the Egyp: 
tians were afraid that if war came they would 
join their enemies and fight against them. The 
same sort of jealousies and fears move nations 
today. We try to have our “buffer” states and 
puppet” governments. The world and human 
nature are the same today as in the time of which 
we study, and our daily papers are telling the 
same story that Moses told so many centuries ago. 


Verses 11-22 tell us what these measures were. 

e first was to make their lives bitter with hard 
r ndage. This is still the policy of oppressors and 
ictators, It is being pursued in many lands now. 
The “Golden Rule” is far from the rule even Chris- 
tian nations adopt. Nations seldom try forgiveness 
and kindness in dealing with those whom they have 
conquered, or still fear as potential foes. 


wn the edict went forth to the midwives to 
y all the male children as soon as they were 


born. These women “feared God” and so did not 
carry out these cruel orders and God showed His 
approval by blessing them. 


In verse 22 we have the final word of Pharoah 
to “all the people”: “Every son that is born ye 
shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye 
shall save alive.” We can see how “bitter” was 
the bondage of Egypt. 


Chapter II: A Deliverer Prepared. “Salvation 
is of the Lord.” In this chapter we find God be- 
ginning to take an active part in the affairs of His 
people in preparation for their deliverance. 


The opening verses, 1-10, tell of the birth and 
miraculous preservation of the child Moses. The 
Students Commentary has this to say: “Litile did 
this Egyptian princess think that day as she walked 
by the river that the God of gods was directing 
her footsteps. And thus Moses was nourished in 
the palace and seated at the table of the very 
monarch who commanded his destruction.” 


“Great events have hung upon a tear, but 
never greater than those which were brought to 
pass by the tears of this babe! The defeat of 
Satan, the salvation of Israel and of the Nations, 
the trustworthiness of God’s Word, and the sal- 
vation of the world through an incarnate Savior 
— all these lay hidden in the tears that wetted that 
infant cheek upon that day.” (See 2:6). 


It appears from the language of Heb. 11:24 
that Moses had the choice of refusing or accepting 
the throne of Egypt, when he refused to be called 
the son of Pharoah’s daughter and cast in his lot 
with his own people. Three things were involved— 
pleasure, riches, power—as we see from the 
passage in Hebrews. 


Here we have both God’s Providence, and Moses’ 
Faith. His nourishment and education, as well as 
his preservation, were providential; but it was 
Moses’ Faith that enabled him to make the right 
choices and receive the wisdom and power he must 
have from God. So, our faith enables us to take 
advantage of God’s Providence. Where is our faith? 


In verses 11-15 we have Moses’ hasty and abor- 
tive attempt to deliver his people. It seems to have 
been attempted in his own weak, “fleshly,” nature. 
As a result Moses had to flee, and spend the next 
forty years of his life “learning to be nobody” 
after he had “learned to be somebody” in the 
court of the king. Now God is ready to show what 
He can do with a man who has learned these two 
lessons. (Moody). 


While Moses was learning humility and a few 
other things in the desert, the oppression con- 
tinued in Egypt and “their cry came up unto God. 
And God looked upon the children of Israel, and 
God had respect unto them.” 


Chapters III and IV: Moses Called. May I again 
quote from the Students Commentary: “The hesi- 
tating and timid Moses was the same courageous 
and self-reliant Moses who smote the Egyptian 
dead. His strength (or rather self-sufficiency) 
then unfitted him as a Divine instrument, and now 
his weakness unfitted him. God can use neither 
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the one nor the other, if the strength is trusted, 
or the weakness is sheltered behind as an excuse. 
Weakness, as in the case of Moses, budded into un- 
belief, and blossomed into rebellion. But how 
tenderly God dealt with him!’ 


We find Moses making excuse after excuse and 
each “I’’ of Moses is met with the omnipotent “I” 
of God. The very heart of the chapter is found 
in verse 14, after Moses says, “‘What is His name? 
What shall I say unto them?” (Read, meditate 
upon this great reply of God.) 


God also gives him various “signs” that he is 
to use when he approaches Pharoah with his de- 
mand to let the people go. 


The conversation between Moses and Jehovah 
continues in Chapter IV. The attitude and ex- 
cuses of Moses finally ‘“‘anger’’ the Lord. He gives 
him Aaron as his helper. (Sometimes he is his 
“hinderer”’) “He seems to feel safer leaning on 
the arm of Aaron than on the arm of Jehovah.” 
Aaron proved but a broken reed at times. Is it not 
hard for us to learn the lesson that, “the arm of 
flesh will fail us’? 


Chapter V: Pharoah’s Reaction. Our space is 
gone, s0 we can only say: (1) The study of the 
subject, “The Hardening of Pharoah’s Heart” is 
an interesting one. Let Us be Sure that Our hearts 
are not hardened by God’s dealings with us. The 
same sunshine hardens clay, but Melts wax! (2) 
The first effect of the demand for deliverance 
was increased bondage, bitterness, and sorrow. 
When we try to break away from the slavery of 
sin, the first result is often the same. Satan does 
not give up one of his slaves without a struggle. 
Are we trying to break away? 





<< > 
LESSON FOR JANUARY 13 
A People Delivered 


Scripture: Exodus 6 - 18. Devotional] Reading: 
Isaiah 41:8-13. 


One verse in our Devotional Reading is a beauti- 
ful Promise: “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: 
be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strength- 
en thee; yea I will help thee; yea I will uphold 
we i the right hand of my righteousness.” 

s. 10). 


Our Golden text is an acceptance of that rich 
promise. (Is. 12:2). “I will trust, and will not be 
afraid: for the Lord, even the Lord, is my 
strength.” As Moody so well says, the acceptance 
of this promise in the words of our Memory Se- 
lection, will enable us to travel] “First Class’ in 
our journey to the Promised Land. Do not we, as 
sa often travel “Second,” or even “Third” 
class? 


With thirteen chapters to cover, we can only 
touch some of the most outstanding teachings of 
our lesson. 


Exodus 6:2 “I am the Lord.” (Jehovah) Ex. 
6:1-8. In these verses we have a most revealing 
picture of the Lord (Jehovah), the Covenant-keep- 
ing God of grace and power. Notice the emphasis 
upon the “I” in these verses. “I’? appeared unto 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, “I” have established my 
covenant with them; “I’’ have heard the groan- 
ings of the children of Israel, “I” have remem- 
bered my covenant. These are things which He 
had already done, past and accomplished. Now we 


come to some future promises: “I” wil] bri 
out—“T” will rid you out of their bondage Se 
will redeem you—“I” will take you for a people 
“IT” will be to you a God—“I” will bring you int, 
the land—*“I’’ will give it to you. 


Here is the picture: Jehovah is (1) A P 
God—a God of Revelation —euveliine, establun 
ing, hearing, remembering. (2) A God of Redeem. 
ing Grace and Power—freeing, delivering, regey. 
ing, His people. (3) A Gracious, Loving God 
taking, bringing, giving to them the blessings of 
His covenant promises. This is the God Who é. 
livered Israe] and brought them into Canaan, “He 
is able” to deliver us from Satan’s power, from 
the slavery of sin, and lead us to the Promise 
and Perfect Rest. “If the Son shall make you free 
Prey be free indeed.” Can we not trust such 
a God? 


The Battle of Egypt: Exodus 7 - 10. There ax 
many lessons for us in these chapters: 


(1) In 7:6: “And Moses and Aaron did as the 
Lord commanded them, so did they.” There ar 
four ways in which leaders may treat God’s orders: 
Refuse absolutely to obey, as Pharoah; Put off 
doing, “say and do not”; do the thing commanded, 
but try to do it “our” way, or only partially; do 
just as God commands. Moses and Aaron wer 
ideal leaders in this respect and at this time 
But even they did not always perfectly obey, 
Would it not be well for us to “do the Lord’s work 
in the Lord’s way? Have not many of the grievous 
sins of the church started by trying to improv 
on God’s way, both in the work and worship of the 
church? 


(2) The different plagues were not merely judg. 
ments upon the proud, stubborn hard-hearted 
Pharoah. Each one seems to be directed against 
some false god of the Egyptians. In some, it is 
easy to see this; in others, not so easy. The Nik 
river was worshipped, various animals were also; 
Beelzebub was the god of flies and the sun was an 
object of worship. This was not only, then, a cor 
test between Jehovah and the obstinate Pharoab, 
but a contest between the true God and all the 
idols of Egypt. 


(3) The various “compromises” which Pharoah 
tried to get Moses to accept: “Sacrifice in th 
land,” (8:25) “go not very far away” (8:28), “go 
now ye that are men,” leaving the children and 
wives, (10:11), “only let your flocks and you 
herds be stayed” (10:24). Moses’ reply is “u- 
conditional surrender’ to the demands of 
“there shall not an hoof be left behind” (10:26). 


We cannot, we Must not compromise with sit 
and Satan. The only safe and sane plan 1s 
come out from among them and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing. 
Is not the church and the individual Christian 
much given to compromise today? If a thing ® 
doubtful; if we have to argue with our consciences, 
if there is a sense of shame; if it offends som 
weaker brother, why not be Christian enough 10 
let it alone? Why risk being a stumbling-block # 
some other soul? 


The Passover. Ex. 11:13-16: “Yet will I brim 
one plague more upon Pharoah. 


The tenth plague together with the Passové 
deserve much fuller treatment then we have spét 
to give. Here we come to the climax of the battle 
and to a fundamental teaching of the Word 
God—Redemption by Bleod. The whole Passo 
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gene is highly typical of our Redemption through 
the precious blood of Christ, the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world,—Christ, our 
Passover is sacrificed for us. 


May we note these plain and simple lessons: 
(1) The lamb must be perfect. The Lamb of God, 
our Savior, is without spot—‘“in Him is no sin.” 
(2) The lamb must be a propriated—the blood 
applied, the flesh eaten. So Christ must be re- 
ceived as offered to us. (3) The Passover was the 
Great Feast of the Jews. The Lord’s Supper is a 
Great Feast, full of deepest meaning, for us. 

The Journey From Egypt To Sinai: Exodus 
13:17 through Chapter 18, 


Exodus 18:17-19. The Lord did not lead Israel 
the short way into Canaan, but through the wilder- 
ness of the Red Sea. When they left they took the 
hones of Joseph as he had requested. 


Pharoah soon pursued the Israelites and we see 
the weak faith of these people beginning to show 
itself as they cried out in fear, “it had been better 
for us to serve the Egyptians.” Before we con- 
demn them let us ask, where is our faith? It does 
not take much to make us murmer even as they 
murmured. 


The words of Moses in 14:13, “Fear ye not, 
stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord,” 
should be an encouragement to us in every time of 
danger. Man’s extremity, as we know, is God’s 
opportunity. When we get to our “wit’s end,” 
then God moves, His wonders to perform. 





The victory over the Egyptians is celebrated by 
a beautiful song. It is the first of many such 
songs. The last one is in Revelation, celebrating 
the final victory over the old serpent, the devil. 
“The Lord is a man of war.” (15:3). There are 
times when God has to reveal His holy wrath. “Our 
God is a consuming fire.” This is just as true as, 
“God is love.” God’s love makes Him hate and 
fight sin as the doctor’s love makes him hate and 
fight disease. Judgment, although His “strange 
act” is His necessary act in dealing with men like 
Pharoah “He that is often reproved and hardeneth 
his neck shall suddenly be cut off, and that with- 
out remedy.” 


In the incident at Marah (15:23-26) we have 
another of the combination names of Jehovah, “I 
am the Lord that healeth thee’—Jehovah-Rapha. 
Jesus Christ is our Great Physician. 


In Chapter 16 we have the manna given. Study 
Christ’s great sermon on this in John 6. This from 
the Student’s Commentary: “Israel in the desert 
presents a striking picture! Egypt behind them, 
Canaan before them, the Wilderness around them, 
and the Manna above them. They were a heaven- 
born people, a heaven-bound people, and they ate 
heaven-baked bread.” : 


The battle with Amalek in 17:8-16 gives oc- 
casion for the use of another of the precious 
names of Jehovah coupled with a need of men— 
Jehovah-Nissi—the Lord is my banner. In the name 
of such a God we, too, will set up our banner in 
on yee against the world, the flesh, and the 

evi 


Young Reader’s Page 


Christian Youth In China 
By Kitty McMullen (Mrs. S. C.) Farrior* 


On a hill-top in China overlooking the Yangtse 
River and the city of Chinkiang of some 250,000 
people were two High-schools, one for boys and 
one for girls. We worked together with other 

issions there and we educated the boys and the 
Methodists the girls. We had a fine spirit of co- 
operation and fellowship. 


In our boys school we had as our objective 
“Every Graduate a Christian.” We organized the 
Christian boys in the school into groups with a 
teacher as leader of each group. Once a week these 
groups met for Bible study and prayer. Mr. Far- 
nor had his group in his study and I had mine 

our dining-room. Each of the Christian boys, 
then adopted some non-Christian boy to be a 
friend to and try to win for Christ, thus every day 
In the school was “covered.” We had two evangel- 
istic meetings a year, one in the Fall and one in 
the Spring. The two Revivals had been held, the 
year was drawing to a close and there were three 
boys who still resisted the Spirit. There were spe- 
cial prayer made for them and then first one and 
then another gave their hearts to Christ. One of 
the three had been taken out of school when the 
eat yY moved to Manchuria and we can only hope 

t he gave his heart to Christ also. If you have 
hot tried this in your town or school, it is very 


worth trying and remember the Word says “He 
that winneth souls is wise.” 


In the girls school on this same hill, under the 
auspices of the Methodist Woman’s Board of the 
North and fine leader-ship of Miss Kesler and her 
staff, all soul-winners, the girls did a fine thing, 
as you will agree. In the early Fall, soon after 
school opened the Christian girls had a meeting 
and reported to Miss Kesler that every year they 
looked forward to Christmas as a time to give 
presents and to get presents. A time of gaiety and 
pleasure but that this year they wanted to make 
Christmas a time to give a Christmas present to 
Jesus—the present for Jesus was to be “every 
girl in the High School a Christian for Jesus.” 
They began their Fall life with this objective. It 
was Christmas Eve and though it was past time for 
lights out and the girls in bed, there were prayer 
groups all over the buildings in class-rooms and 
Miss Kesler, alone in her office was in prayer. 
There was a gentle tap at her door and when she 
called “come in” the door opened and in the door- 
way stood the only girl in the four years of High 
School who had not given her heart and life to 
Jesus Christ for whom all were at that time pray- 
ing. She said that though she knew it was past 
time for lights out and to be in bed that she was 
not able to sleep and wanted to talk with Miss 
Kesler about her soul. Together on their knees 
she surrendered and they arose with radiant faces 
to go and tell the prayer groups that their prayers 
were answered and their present to Jesus -was 
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complete. As the girls went out over the hills early 
that Christmas morn as was their wont, it was 
with a more victorious joyous melody than ever 
before. 


What Will Your Present To Jesus Be This 
Christmas? 


*Montreat, N. C. 





How Mrs. Vi Became 
A Christian 
By Ella Ward Allison® 


This woman in her twenties was graduating 
from our Bible School. She was one of my prize 
pupils, and I was eager to get something of her 
spiritual history before she left us, and went to 


a neighboring station to work in telling the Truth 
to others. 


My question was: Would you mind telling me 
how you became a Christian? The following story 
came as the story of new and living things, filled 
brimful of interest for her teacher, for whom 
she had done faithful work in her classes, and 
been exemplary in her conduct. Said she: “When 
I was a little gir] about eight years old, I was on 
the train with my mother. A missionary was on 
the same train, she came over and sat onposite us, 
and began talking to my mother. Very quickly the 
conversation was steered to the Gospel story, and 


she told very simply how Christ saves those who 
believe what He says. 


My mother received what was said very politely, 
and then put it from her, and never referred to 
it again. But the Good Deed, the Word of God, 
had without my thinking, little child that I was, 
that anything had come to me that was to influ- 
ence and change my whole after life, lodged. I 
thought no more of what had been told than my 
unbelieving mother. The years came and went; my 
mother grew old, and passed away. I married and 
was happy in my home life with my husband. A 
little girl was born to us in course of time. That 
a@ woman rather than a man child was our first- 
born came as a disappointment to us, as it would 
have to almost any couple in my land. But we 
made the best of it, with the hope in our hearts 
that the next child would be a boy. 


But when the gir] was still very small, my hus- 
band sickened and died. With his going went all 
the life hope I had. There I was, a widow without 
a son and heir! To me it seemed a desperate situ- 
ation, and life lost its flavor entirely. 


Mercifully, in what grew to be my desperation, 
the Spirit woke up what had never been quite 
forgotten, but was dormant in my heart and mind. 
I told myself that the missionary had said Christ 
loved everybody, and that He would bring peace 
to anybody who was willing to come to Him. 
Come to Him! How on the earth was I to come 
to anybody that was not on the earth? 


My decision was quickly made: I had nothing 
to lose; if I gained nothing, I would be no worse 
than in my present state of despair. I would go 
in person to that missionary, a city not too far 
from my mother-in-law’s home, and I would ask 
= hear again that story of my early childhood 

ys. 


Financially we were not poor; my burden Was 
not one of how we should live, but where Way 
peace? Was there any peace?” 


With her face lighted by Him Who alone is 
Light and Life, she finished her story of how sh 
packed hers and the child’s wearing apparel, too; 
a boat, and went to the missionary. Imagine th 
thrill that came to that missionary as it was give, 
to her again to tell the blessed Gospel, this time, 
not to a little child, but a hungry-hearted woman, 
ready and waiting to listen to “Come unto My 
and I will give you rest.” 


What an encouragement this short history 
to those of us whose avowed determination it i; 
to plant the Good Seed as long as we live. Th 
Truth cannot die. “So shall My Word be thy 
goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall not retun 
unto Me void.” Is. 55:11. 


*Missionary to China. 


OUR WEEKLY SERMON 


“Then Understood I” 
By Rev. S. Maxwell Coder* 


One of the briefest and most satisfying answer 
to the problem of why God’s people suffer is found 
in Psalm 738. It contains the record of a man of 
God who looked about him and noticed the pro 
perity of the wicked in the world around. “They 
are not in trouble as other men; neither are th 
a like other men.” The psalmist looked into 

is own heart, and wondered why he suffered » 

much, “for all the day long have I been plagued, 
and chastened every morning.” Had he trusted 
the Lord in vain? What advantage could he clain 
for his faith? 


Then he did the one thing which always bring 
peace of mind. He went into the presence of Goi 
about it. “When I thought to know this, it wa 
too painful for me; until I went into the sanctuary 
of God; then understood I.” He was reminded 
that the Lord has the final end in view. The u- 
godly are walking on slippery ground from whith 
they may be = into destruction at any mo 
ment. They know not what a day may bring 
forth. They are so much taken with the pleasure 
of sin for the moment that they do not prepare 
for eternity to come. 


The child of God, on the other hand, has the 
assurance: “Nevertheless I am continually 
thee: thou hast holden me by my right hand. Thou 
shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterwarl 
receive me to glory.” The sufferings of this pret 
ent time are not to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us. If we suffer, ¥ 
shall also reign with Him some day. Our 
tions are but for a moment. 


The remedy for sorrow, uncertainty, pain and 
sickness is always available to God’s people. Do ¥ 
fail to understand why these things come? The 
let us go into the sanctuary, for there He will gi" 
us understanding. The sanctuary for us may be 
the church where we hear the Bible explained i 
the power of the Spirit; it may be the privacy 
our own room where we reverently open the S 
of Holy Writ, kneel in prayer, and receive in 
the Lord balm for our wounded hearts. 


*Member of Faculty, Moody Bible Institute 
Chicago, Ill. 
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General Church News 


Chaplain Charges Navy Officials 
Approve Brothels In Japan 


Washington, D. C., (RNS).—A letter from a 
Naval chaplain stationed in Tokyo charging that 
he had seen lines of Navy enlisted men waiting to 
visit Japanese brothels, with official permission 
of high Navy officers, has been printed in the 
Congressional Record at the request of Rep. 
Howard H. Buffett (R., Nebr.). 


Rep. Buffett identified the writer of the letter 
as Chaplain Lawrence L. Lacour, United States 
Naval Reserve, who was, —— to Buffett, 
“the first Navy chaplain in Japan, landing ahead 
of General MacArthur.” 


Buffett further said that Chaplain Lacour, in 
civilian life, is a member of the Des Moines Meth- 
odist Conference. The letter, according to Buffett, 
was sent to the Des Moines Methodist Conference. 
The letter, according to Buffett, was sent to the 
Des Moines (Iowa) Register and was read over 
Radio Station WJAG in Norfolk, Nebraska, on 
November 9, 19465. 


On its publication in the Congressional Record, 
the letter created a stir in official Washington. 
So far, there has been no comment from Naval 
officials here, but such comment is certain to be 
forthcoming. 


The Washington Star, most respected news- 
paper in the capital, printed the letter in full and 
commented on it in its editorial columns under 
the heading: “A shocking accusation.” 


Calling for an investigation of the “shockin 
accusation,” the Star said that Admiral Ernest J. 
King “has given assurance that an investigation 
is under way.” 


The Star further stated: “The investigation is 
one which must be pressed with vigor and without 
regard to any individual who may be involved. 
If it is ascertained that the charges made in the 
chaplain’s letter are true, the responsible Navy 
officers should be brought to this country and 
courtmartialed. If the investigators conclude that 
the facts do not support the charges, the Navy 
should make public a full statement of the basis 
for that conclusion. 


“The American people—and especially those 
With sons in the Navy—have too vital an interest 
ina matter of this kind to tolerate anything which 
smacks of complacency or whitewash. And if the 
Navy values its good reputation, it will see to it 

t its investigation and subsequent action are of 
the kind which will leave no room for doubt or 
suspicion.” 


Text Of Letter 


_ Text of Chaplain Lacour’s letter, as published 
m the Congressional Record, follows: 


Since a large percentage of the Navy are re- 
serves, many of them under 20; and we chaplains 
- entrusted with the moral and spiritual wel- 


i re of these men, we believe the American pub- 
¢ should be informed when conditions and policies 


that jeopardize the morality and faith of 
our servicemen. 


_ As a policy of veneral-disease control, the Navy 
is permitting unrestricted access, by all men on 
liberty in the Yokosuka area, to houses of prosti- 
tution where the veneral incidence among the 
prostitutes is considered 100 percent. 


The control is the prophylaxis administered by 
naval corpsmen on duty in the house. 


Since September 11, liberty postin have been 
permitted ashore in this area. Our ship was the 
first to be granted liberty, and as we are tied 
up in the navy yard, I have been able to observe 
the situation from the beginning. On September 
2 the medical officer in charge of veneral control 
told me that it would be his policy to supervise 
the places of prostitution by examining the prosti- 
tutes, by segregating those infected, by insisting 
on cleanliness within the houses, and by estab- 
lishing adequate numbers of prophylactic stations 
throughout the town. 


When liberty parties went ashore men gathered 
the impression that the medical department had 
eliminated all immediate danger. Military police 
and naval corpsmen informed the men in the lines 
in front of the houses that everything was 
medically inspected. As a result many enlisted 
men and officers, including a number from our 
ship, had sexual contact without using any prophy- 
axis. 


Prior to sending men ashore some ships ran 
training films on veneral disease, and announced 
that a high percentage of veneral disease could be 
expected in Japan. On other ships, the commands 
refused to do anything to discourage promiscuity, 
and gave no warning about expected venereal 
incidence. 


On September 14 it was disclosed that out of 
a typical group of prostitutes, 51 out of 60 had 
syphilis, were not being treated, that there would 
be no further examinations, and that no poner 
of treatment or segregation would be followed. 


Coincidental with Archbishop Spellman’s visit 
here, by September 16 all red-light districts were 
declared out of bounds. A group of us chaplains 
inspected the restricted area after a week of 
suppression. We found that although the method 
was not totally effective, the number of offenders 
that got into the restricted area was small, as the 
geographic location of the area made policing 
comparatively easy. 


It was not so easy to suppress the freelance 
prostitutes and the smaller houses in the unre- 
stricted area, but there was little open violation. 
A man intent on sexual contact could find it, 
but he had to exert considerable effort and run 
the risk of arrest. Men were treated as usual at 
prophylactic stations with no great threat of dis- 
ciplinary action, and, during this period of sup- 
pression, the number of treatments ashore and 
afloat decreased remarkably. 


At a meeting of the fleet medical officers on 
September 26 it was proposed that one large house 
be opened, that it be operated with the under- 
standing that all the women were diseased, and 
that a voluntary system of prophylaxis be avail- 
able by placing a Navy-operated treatment station 
within the house. 
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Although some medical officers and two chap- 
lains in attendance protested, it was stated by 
the senior medical officer that this was to be the 
policy. 


Subsequently, the chaplains of the fleet met, 
and submitted to the flag a memorandum that 
represented the unanimous opinion of the group. 
The action of the chaplains was ignored, and Sun- 
day, October 7 the Yosuura house was opened to 
enlisted men, with geisha houses permitted to ac- 
cept the patronage of chiefs and officers. 


Although the number of men on liberty next 
day was considerably under normal because of 
rain, I observed, in company with four chap- 
lains and the officer of the day of the military 
police, a line of enlisted men four abreast almost 
a block long, waiting their turn. 


MP’s kept the lines orderly, and permitted only 
as many as could be served to enter at a time. 
As men were admitted into the lobby, they would 
select a companion on duty that day, according 
to one of the Japanese attendants, pay the 10 yen 
to the Japanese operator, and then go with the 
girl to her room. We inspected several of these 
rooms and found them to be reasonably clean. 


When the men returned they were registered 
and administered prophylaxis by Navy corpsmen. 
Although approximately 20 men could be treated 
at a time, there was a line waiting. True, many 
of the men were the type one might expect to 
patronize such a place, but the bulk of the 
customers were young men. The open accessibility 
of women in this place has been a factor con- 
tributing to the first sex experience of some of my 
men. 


When one considers the rate of disease, that 
there are some forms of venera] disease in the 
Orient that do not respond to treatment, that 
some of the women have been exposed to leprosy; 
on the basis of these facts, it is contended that: 


1. The Navy’s policy of unrestricted sexual op- 
portunities with diseased women is no solution 
for the problem of venereal control. 


2. American people would insist that the Navy 
immediately adopt a policy of rigid suppression 
in regards to prostitution. 


3. The Navy, which completely ignored moral 
implications in the present situation, be charged 
to consider the moral aspects of policies governing 
personnel. 


4. The people who loan their sons to the Gov- 
ernment demand moral protection or refuse to 
supply the personnel for our armed forces. 


5. Although many naval officers are gentle- 
men, others by example and advice have encour- 
aged immorality among our men. 


6. The Navy’s unlimited sale of beer, which 
has contributed to moral delinquency and numer- 
ous incidents here, be discontinued. And that 
throughout the Navy, soft drinks be made just as 
available as beer whenever beverages are provided 
by the Navy. 


7. An organization that has demonstrated such 
brilliant strategy in defeating the Japanese mili- 
tary not permit our men to become the open vic- 
tims of Japanese prostitutes in the final round. 
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Washington, D. C. (RNS).—Congressmen ar 
determined that there will be no “whitewash” of 
the conditions revealed in the letter written by 
Chaplain Lawrence L. Lacour, USNR, the first 
Chaplain to land in Japan after the surrender, 
charging official laxity concerning morals among 
enlisted men in Tokyo. 


The Navy, apart from its initial release promis 
ing an “investigation” of the charges, has kept 
discreetly mum. But Congressmen are talking— 
loudly—and there are rumblings that a Con 
gressional investigation will be forthcoming if 
answers to questions put to the Navy by Congres 
are not answered forthwith. 


Rep. Joseph P. O’Hara (R., Minn.) won gen. 
eral agreement when he took to the floor of the 
House of Representatives and_ scathingly de 
nounced the “system” in the Navy which would 
obtain permission from any officer for enlisted 
men to visit Japanese brothels. Rep. O’Hara 
praised Chaplain Lacour highly for writing the 
letter. 


At the same time, he placed in the Congression- 
al Record a letter he has written to Secretary of 
the Navy James Forrestal requesting that the 
following actions be carried out by the Navy: 


1. That the Secretary immediately issue an 
order terminating conditions described in the 
chaplain’s letter. 


2. That the officer, or officers, responsible for 
the conditions be removed immediately from duty, 
an investigation made, and action taken under 
proper court-martial proceedings. 


8. That Congress be advised as to the Navy's 
policy for controlling venereal diseases and safe 
guarding the physical and moral welfare of the 
boys in the naval service. 


Congressmen of both parties chimed in during 
O’Hara’s lengthy speech in Congress, while none 
arose to defend the Navy. 


Rep. Howard H. Buffett (R., Nebr.) later de 
clared that he already has drawn up & resolution 
authorizing a Congressional investigation of the 
incident and general policies of the army and 
navy in regard to moral’ and physical welfare of 
men in service. 


Opponents of universal compulsory military 
training legislation have seized on the letter’s 
contents as an effective argument against putting 
young men in the Army or Navy for a year. 


Rep. John Robison (R., Ky.) arch-opponent of 
universal compulsory military training legislation, 
broke into O’Hara’s speech to remark: 


“If the fathers and mothers of this count 
should learn or should believe that these conditions 
obtain in our occupational forces, it ce 
would be a very great discouragement toward 
getting even volunteers to help police them. 
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Christian Youth Group Holds 
Labor Relations Seminar 


New York, N. Y., (RSN).—More Protestant 
young people should learn to know leaders in the 
igbor and industrial- world, it was stressed at a 
three-day Labor Relations Seminar here of the 
United Christian Youth Movement. Thirty dele- 
sates from nine denominations attended the 


sessions. 


“Because Protestantism is largely middle-class, 
many a Protestant youth has never seen a real, 
live labor leader in the flesh,” the delegates con- 
eluded. To remedy this lack, they suggested that 
youth groups visit union meetings, and invite 
labor leaders to participate in their programs. 


It was also urged that church summer camps 
stress such education in their programs, bringing 
in nearby employers and union officials for dis- 
cussions, and that youth be encouraged to make 
vocational commitments as religious educators, 
ministers, teachers, union leaders, and social work- 
ers among laboring people. 


The seminar was directed by Jesse Cavalier of 
the Presbyterian Labor Temple here and was the 
first of a series planned for the coming year. 


———_——> a 


Seminarians Study Labor Issues 


Washington, D. C., (RNS).—To discover facts 
and issues behind strikes and current labor legis- 
lation, 52 students from 23 seminaries held a 
three-day conference here, sponsored by the Semi- 
~~ Division of the Religion and Labor Foun- 
ation. 


Speakers from groups participating in the 
national Labor-Movement conference addressed 
the sessions. In discussions, the seminarians gen- 
erally favored labor’s rights, especially as ex- 
pressed in their concern for passage of the Full 
Employment Bill, FEPC, Kilgore Social Security 
Bill, and the 65 cents minimum wage law. 


~~ 0 ——- 


Protestantism Seen As Unfairly 
Represented In Motion Pictures 


Columiba, S. C. (RNS).—Belief that Protes- 
tantism is not fairly represented in motion pic- 
tures. Was expresséd by the South Carolina Baptist 
State Convention at its annual sessions here. 


“We should insist that the moving picture in- 
dustry stop leaving the impression that all the 
decent ministers belong to one church, that all the 
failures and bad ones come from Protestant 
groups,” the Convention declared. 


The Convention deplored easy divorces as a 
threat to the sanctity of the home, condemned any 
effort to legalize gambling, urged renewed at- 
tempts to outlaw the liquor traffic, and called for 


— to U. S. diplomatic relations with the Vati- 


It also observed that “a great deal’ could be 


oe to relieve racial tensions “by seeking to bear 
eal Christianity in. our relation to persons and 
veoblems in our communities.” 


; Aid to returning service men and war workers 
three ustments to all aspects’ of life, business, 
church, and home, was recommended. 








World Council Names Princeton 
Professor To Head Relief Program 
In Czechoslovakia 


Geneva. (RNS).— Prof. Joseph L. Hromadka, 
who is on leave from Princeton University in the 
United States, has been named by the World 
Council of Churches here to take charge of the 
Council’s material relief program in Czecho- 
slovakia. 


Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, General Secretary of: 
the Council, said that consideration was being 
given to the possibility of sending goods to Czech- 
oslovakia by Swiss airplanes, because of the acute 
need which exists in that country. 


In a telegram to Dr. Sylvester C. Michelfelder,. 
Commissioner of the American Section of the 
Lutheran World Convention, who is heading the 
Council’s new Division of Material Aid, Professor 
Hromadka said he was compiling a list of needy 
persons and groups. He urged immediate delivery 
of heifers, mules, bicycles, wheat, and other goods. 


Professor Hromadka, who has been in Europe 
for about four months, was recently elected Pres- 
ident of the Student Christian Movement in Czech- 
oslovakia. 


———_~ 2 


Federal Council To Hold 
Membership Meet 


New York, N. Y., (RNS).—The Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches will hold a special meeting of its 
total membership next spring, according to plans 
approved by the executive committee here, to deal: 
with some of the most urgent needs of the post- 
war period. 


Federal Council officials feel that, in view of. 
the crucial world situation, a meeting should be 
held to consider problems of world order, evan-- 
gelism, community tensions, foreign relief, and 
returning service personnel. 


The regular biennial meeting of the Federal 
Council is not scheduled until November of 1946. 
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Brazil Presbyterian Delegation 
To Visit United States 


New York, N. Y., (RNS).—Three leaders of the 
Presbyterian Church of Brazil will arrive here late 
December as a fellowship mission to visit churches 
in this country, it was announced here by the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. The Board will arrange the 
itinerary of the visitors during their five months 
stay. 


After speaking in the eastern, western and cen- 
tral areas of the country, the visitors will attend 
the Presbyterian General Assembly next May. 





En 
Methodists Urge Recall 
Ot Taylor 


Union City, Tenn., (RNS).—Recall of Myron 
Taylor, special presidential envoy to the Vatican, 
was urged by the Memphis Conference of the 
Methodist Church at its annual meeting here. 
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Federal Council Asks Adequate 
Living Wage 


New York, N. Y., (RNS).—An “adequate living 
wage” for workers was urged here by the execu- 
tive committee of the Federal Council of 
Churches, which asserted that the current pro- 
vision of 40 cents an hour or $16.00 for a 40- 
hour week in the Fair Labor Standards Act is 
“wholly inadequate under present costs of living.” 


The Council said it favored an increase of the 
minimum wage to 65 cents an hour with 75 cents 
an hour after two years. 


It pointed out that for over 30 years the Fed- 
eral Council has stood for “a living wage as a 
minimum in every industry, and for the highest 
wage that industry can afford.” 


Lack Of Religion Would Make 
School Pagan, Champaign 
Attorneys Contend 


Champaign, IIl., (RNS).—To insulate the school 
from al] contact with or knowledge of religion 
would, in effect, convert the schools into pagan 
and atheistic institutions. 


This contention was made in a 95-page brief 
filed with the County Circuit Court here by de- 
fense attorneys in the suit brought by Mrs. Vashti 
McCollum to halt released-time religious education 
classes in the Champaign public schools. 


Such a result, they said, would make the schools 
much more sectarian in favoring unreligion than 
the present religious education classes favor any 
faith or sect. 


Arguments developed by the defense attorneys, 
John L. Franklin for the Champaign Board of 
Education, and Abe R. Peterson and Owen Rall 
of Chicago for the intervenors, the E. C. Bash 
family of Champaign, was directed at 10 ques- 
tions of fact allegedly raised by pleadings and 
evidence in the case. 


The defense brief, answering the written argu- 
ment filed by Landon L. Chapman, attorney for 
Mrs. McCollum, tried_to show that on each of the 
questions, Mrs. McCollum had failed to establish 
the fact alleged. 


Defense counsel based their arguments on three 
major contentions: 


1. The defendant board of education has the 
statutory power to excuse pupils from public 
school attendance for a period of from 30 to 45 
— each week to attend religious education 
classes, 


2. Existence of these voluntary religious edu- 
cation classes does not violate any right or free- 
dom of religion guaranteed by the first amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States or 
by article 2, section 3 of the constitution of the 
state of Illinois. 


3. The defendant board of education has not 
made “any appropriation” or paid “anything in 
aid of any church or sectarian purposes,” nor has 
it granted or donated any “land, money or other 
personal property ... to any church or for any 
sectarian purpose.” 


_ Judges Frank B. Leonard of Champaign, Mar- 
tin Morthland of Decatur and Grover C. Watson 
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of Farmer City have indicated that they wi 
nounce their findings within the next te i 


Baptist Groups Ask Recall 
. ‘ Of Taylor 

ouisville, Ky., (RNS).—The General A 
tion of Kentucky Baptists, holding their ieee 
annual meeting here, approved construction of a 
$1,000,000 hospital in Lexington, work to 
when materials and funds are available. Also ap. 
proval at the session was construction of a $500. 
— hospital at Paducah, in the western part of the 
state. 


The delegates yoted to accept a recommendation 
providing student centers on or near the can. 
puses of all colleges for the benefit of Baptist 
youths — other than Baptist colleges and 
universities in Kentucky. 


A resolution petitioning President Truman 
abolish the office of emissary to the Vatican Bo 
that the war is over and the “critical condition’ 
no longer exists was adopted at the final session, 
The petition, signed by A. T. Siler, moderator, 
was to be sent immediately to the President. Also 
adopted was a proposal to establish a Baptist-cop. 
trolled broadcasting and television station. 


<2 

Macon, Ga., (RNS).—Immediate recall of 
Myron C. Taylor as presidential representatiy 
to the Vatican was requested by the Georgi 


— Convention at its 124th annual session 
ere. 


“Termination of the Vatican relations by Presi 
dent Truman,” the Convention said, “will relieve 
our nation from growing discontent with a situ 
ation that complicates our foreign relations and 
endangers the cherished principle of complete 
— of church and state as guarantees of 
religious freedom.” 


Other resolutions adopted by the Convention 
expressed concern over peacetime military train 
ing, the increasing divorce rate, weaknesses in 
public school education, the liquor traffic, and 
current labor problems. 


——————_ > ~» a e 


Raleigh, N. C., (RNS).—Declaring appointment 
by the late President Roosevelt of Myron C. Taylor 
as representative to the Vatican was “unconsti- 
tutional,” the North Carolina Baptist State Con 
vention adopted a resolution calling on President 
Truman to terminate the appointment “immedi 
ately” and “to call home immediately the steadily 
increasing staff at the U. S. Embassy at the Vati 
can.” 


“We consider the appointment of Mr. Taylor, 
even as a war measure, a direct violation of the 
— of the United States,” the resolution 
stated. 





—————__ > oe 


Christian Youth Movements Launch Extensive 


Program In Czechoslovakia 
By Ernest Zaugg 

Prague. (RNS).—Side by side with a state 
youth movement that is largely in the hands of 
Communists and Socialists, the Y.M.C.A, the 
Y.W.C.A. and the Student Christian Movement 
are launching an extensive program to win 
young people of Czechoslovakia. 


While the emphasis of the Christian yout 
groups is on moral and religious training, 
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Czech Youth Union stresses political and national 
training, and it is possible that membership in the 
state-controlled body may be made compulsory. 


Newly-elected president of the Student Chris- 
tian Movement is Prof. Joseph L. Hromadka, who 
for the past few years has been on the faculty of 
Princeton Theological Seminary in the United 
States, and has been studying conditions in Eu- 
rope for about four months. 


“Naturally, there might be stiff competition 
with the state youth movement,” Dr. Hromadka 
said, “but we have full confidence in the longing 
of the human heart for religious values, for the 
absolute and eternal. This longing which we can 
satisfy, the state youth organization cannot.” 


Declaring that “our future depends on our own 
dynamism and inspiration,” he added that “we 
don’t know how dynamic the state youth might 
turn out to be, but a dynamic state youth organ- 
ization, by enlivening the atmosphere, might not 
be detrimental to our own goals.” 


Dr. Hromadka, who was president of the Stu- 
dent Christian Movement here from its founding 
in 1927 until it was suspended by the Nazis in 
1939, will go back to Princeton to complete his 
contract at the Theological Seminary, and will 
then return to Prague. 


Assurance has been given that the Y.M.C.A., 
Y.W.C.A. and S.C.M. would be granted full free- 
dom, and that youth of the state organization 
would be permitted to belong to both groups. 


It was also said, however, that young people in 
the Czech Youth Union who are interested in re- 
ligious and philosophical matters will be given 
the opportunity to study and discuss them within 
the framework of the Union. 


_ Dr. Hromadka stated his belief that young Chris- 
tians would have an opportunity to work within 
the Czech Youth Union, and that their influence 
could have a decisive effect on the character of 
the organization. 


“There are no extreme signs of totalitarianism 
within the youth movement,” he observed, “though 
ere, as in political life in general, there is 
doubtless a small group which would stop at noth- 


ing to gain power. The majority are willing to co- 
operate,” 


The Y.M.C.A. in Czechoslovakia before the war 
had about ten branches in various cities and pub- 
lished a Christian Review edited by Dr. Hro- 
madka. There was also a network of Y.M.C.A. 
high school clubs throughout the country, and the 


8 influence was far out of proportion to its 
membership. 


After being banned by the Nazis, the Y.M.C.A., 
Y.W.C.A. and Student Christian Movement suffer- 
éd heavy losses in the underground movement, at 
least a half dozen officials having been shot. 


a 
Arkansas Baptist Hospital 
Pays ‘Honor Debt’ 


Little Rock, Ark. (RNS).—Rev. Robert O. Bar- 
He chairman of the Trustees of Baptist State 
ospital, has paid the Arkansas Baptist State 





Convention’s honor debt fund the $30,000.00 au- 
thorized by the Arkansas Supreme Court. 
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The $30,000.00 was asked from the hospital in 
November, 1943, for use in meeting $600,000.00 
in moral obligations assumed by the convention 
toward former noteholders and former bondholders 
who lost money in a 35 percent depression settle- 
ment. Trustees of the hospital had questioned le- 
gality of such a transfer from charity trust funds, 
and a court opinion was asked. A chancery court 
decision in October, 1944, had said the transfer 
would be illegal, but the State Supreme Court re- 
versed that ruling in a unanimous decision. 


Chairman Barker, acting on a hospital board 
resolution which authorized the payment if and 
when the action was found legal, drew the $30,- 
pot check on the day following the high court’s 
ecision. 


—_————- 2 


New Venture To Be Launched In The 
Training Of Rural Clergymen 


Swannanoa, N. C. (RNS).—A new venture in 
the training of rural ministers will be launched at 
the Warren H. Wilson Institute of Rural Church 
Work here next June with the opening of a full 
year’s course combining study and practical farm 
experience. 


With a property of 686 acres under progressive 
farm cultivation, the institute is prepared to give 
extensive and modern agricultural training. 
Through internships in nearby rural parishes, and 
seminars on rural] life and the rural church, min- 
isters and seminary students will have opportunity 
to gain new perspective, knowledge and techniques 
for rura] work. 


Sponsored by the Board of National] Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., the Insti- 
stute is conducted in co-operation with the Town 
and Country Committee of the Home Missions 
Council of North America and the Federal Council 
of Churches, the Council of Southern Mountain 
Workers, and the Inter-Seminary Commission for 
Training for the Rural Ministry. 


Leaders of any denomination may be admitted 
to the Institute provided they have a bachelor’s 
degree from an accredited college or its equiva- 
lent, and who have had either two years of work 
in a theological seminary or one year in a college 
of Christian Education. 


> 


Committee Of Protestants And Catholics To 
Purchase War Surplus Materials For India 


New Delhi, India. (RNS).—The National Chris- 
tian Council of India has appointed a special com- 
mittee, consisting of Protestants and Roman Cath- 
olics, to deal with the American Liquidation Com- 
mission here in the purchase of war surplus ma- 
terials. 


Dr. R. B. Manikam, Secretary of the National 
Christian Council, said the committee was formed 
when the American Liquidation Commission de- 
cided it would not deal with individual mission- 
aries or missions but only with a united group 
named by the Council. 


Dr. Ralph C. Kauffman, India Director of the 
Church Committee for Relief in Asia, will give 
full-time to the work of the united committee in 
obtaining surplus materia] for use in missions ac- 
tivities. He will be assisted by the Rev. William F. 
Pledger, of the American Methodist Church. 
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Reformed And United 
Presbyterian Churches 


Discuss Union 


On Thursday morning, September 27 at 10:00 
A.M., an historic meeting took place in the Fort 
Pitt Hotel. This was the first formal meeting of 
the Commission on Church Union of the Reformed 
Church in America with the Committee on Church 
Relationships of the United Presbyterian Church 
of North America, looking toward possible union 
of the two churches. The meeting was opened with 
a suitable period of devotions led by Dr. R. W. 
Gibson, chairman of the United Presbyterian Com- 
mittee, during which the members of both bodies 
repeated together one of the oldest confessions of 
faith in the Bible, the Twenty-third Psalem. 
Fellowing this period of comon worship, Dr. Lu- 
man J. Shafer, chairman of the Reformed Church 
Commission, presided while the various represen- 
tatives of the two churches were introduced. 


Upon the suggestion of Dr. Joseph R. Sizoo, and 
by hearty unanimous consent, it was agreed to 
follow the precedent established at the San Fran- 
cisco Conference of rotating chairmanships, where- 
by Dr. Shafer and Dr. Gibson should alternate in 
presiding over the actions of the joint-committee. 
During the remainder of the morning session 
there was an exchange of information by the vari- 
ous members of both groups so as to acquaint each 
other with the general facts concerning the follow- 
ing fields of thought and endeavor: seminaries, 
colleges, foreign and domestic missions, minis- 
terial pensions, policy and organization, publi- 
eations, trustees of assemblies and administration, 
economical relationships and attitudes, attitudes 
toward social problems, and doctrinal standards. 
There was frank discussion of all points and many 
questions were asked in order to provide a well- 
rounded general knowledge of the work and beliefs 
of the two churches. 


On Thursday, at noon, the Reformed Church 
delegates were luncheon guests of the United 
Presbyterian Committee. This proved to be a time 
of rich fellowship for all. Following the meal, Dr. 
Shafer and Dr. A. L. Warnshuis spoke informally 
but very effectively of the tragic situations in 
which our Christian brethren in Japan and Europe 
now find themselves, and of the obligations now 
lying upon the American Church to come to their 
aid. Dr. Shafer has had access to much new in- 
formation on the Japanese situation, while Dr. 
Warnshuis has only recently returned from a tour 
of the war-torn countries of Europe. 


At the Thursday afternoon session the exchange 
of information was concluded. Throughout the 
whole period of this exchange it became more and 
more apparent that there is a very marked pre- 
ponderance of similarity over difference in every 
aspect of the denominational life of our two com- 
munions. A consideration of the general procedure 
in the work assigned to the joint-committee was 
taken up next. It was agreed (1) that the im- 
mediate work of the committee could be character- 
ized as exploratory and of a planning nature; and 
(2) that the committee should proceed with 
reasonable but not undue haste. The committee 
took cognizance of the evident eagerness on the 
part of many in our two communions in the matter 
of pressing union, but it fully realizes the tre- 
mendous amount of work which must be done be- 
fore such a union would be either feasible or pos- 
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sible. The committee felt that where churches of 
both denominations were in adjacent locations the 
might begin to fellowship together at once, as they 
may be led; and that a general program of dis. 
semination of factual information regarding the 
two churches should begin immediately. 


On Thursday evening, at the suggestion of Dr 
Shafer the joint-committee turned its attention 
to the consideration of the advantages which 
might be forthcoming from a union of our two 
bodies. These may be briefly outlined as follows: 


_1. A stronger conservative evangelistic, Cal. 
vinistie Church. 


2. A widening of the missionary horizons for 
our joint constituency. 


3. A further demonstration to the world of the 
essentia] unity of the Church of Christ. 


4. An enlarged denominational fellowship. 
5. A new spiritual vitality. 


6. An enlarged influence both ecumenically and 
nationally. 


7. A wider geographical spread which will aid in 
conserving families moving to new localities. 


8. A church of a more truly national scope. 


_9. Advantages in unified publication with pos. 
sible savings and further specialization in church 
literature. 


10. Administer efficiency. 


The general feeling of the joint-committee, in 
view of these advantages, was that any disad- 
vantages would be far outweighed, and that it 
should proceed at once, constructively, in further 
negotiations. 


The closing session was held on Friday morn 
ing in the prayer room of the Publication Build- 
ing. A division of labors was planned, with as- 
signments given to each of the following sub-com- 
mittees: 


1. Committee on Doctrinal Standards. 

2. Committee on Education and Information. 
3. Committee on World Work. 

4. Committee on Polity and Practice. 


5. Committee on Plan of Union and _ Legal 
Procedure. 


The various subcommittees were given authority 
to coopt advisory members from both churches. 
The final action of the joint-committee was as fol- 
lows: 


“We, the members of the Committee on Church 
Relationships of the United Presbyterian Church 
of North America, and of the Commission on 
Church Union of the Reformed Church in Amer 
ca, in joint-session at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
September 27 and 28, 1945, after careful and 
prayerful consideration, unanimously and heartily 
accept the instructions given us, viz. to continue 
our discussions, to make a study of the doctrinal 
standards of the two churches, to carry forward 4 
program of information to the churches, to con 
sider plans leading toward union, and to report 
our findings from time to time. 


“The task entrusted to this joint-committee is 
very great. As members of the committee we are 
resolved to move forward as rapidly as thorough 
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going work makes possible, seeking the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit in all things.” 


The joint-committee laid plans to meet again in 
Chicago, Illinois, February 26 and 27, 1946. In the 
meantime it is expected that the subcommittees 
will have made some progress so that reports can 
be made to this meeting. It is hoped that sub- 
stantial progress can be reported to our highest 
church courts convening next May. 
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Young People’s Division Expands 





Miss Henrietta Thompson 


The Executive Committee of Religious Edu- 
cation meeting October 19, 1945, called Miss 
Henrietta Thompson to become an Assistant Di- 
rector of the Young People’s Division, and Su- 
pervisor of Senior Work. In addition to editing 
program material, Miss Thompson will assist in 
forming policies and guiding the activities of our 
organized youth work. 


During her senior year at Agnes Scott College 
and later at the Assembly’s Training School, from 
which institutions she holds degrees, Miss Thomp- 
son was elected president of the student body. 
After holding various offices in the organization 
of her local church, the Central Presbyterian 
Church, Atlanta, Georgia, she served on presby- 
tery and synod councils. Miss Thompson comes to 
this new position of leadership on January 1, 1946, 
after serving as Director of Religious Education 


in the First Presbyterian Church, Huntington, 
West Virginia. 





Miss Alice Hover 


Facing the need in our Church for a more com- 
plete program for Pioneers, and realizing the 
desirability of providing detailed suggestions to 
local churches which have not yet organized their 
Pioneers into activities groups, the Executive Com- 
mittee of Religious Education created a new po- 
sition in our Young People’s Division to give full- 
time leadership to Pioneer work. Miss Alice J. 
Hover, a native of Charleston, West Virginia, and 
at the present time Director of Religious Edu- 
cation of the First Presbyterian Church, Orlando, 
Florida, has accepted supervision of this. work, 
and will begin February 1, 1945. Before beginning 
her present work in Florida, Miss Hoover was Di- 
rector of Religious Education in the Pulaski 
Heights Presbyterian Church, Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas, the position to which she went following 
her graduation from the Assembly’s Training 
School; and while attending college in Charleston, 
West Virginia, she worked in the mission Sunday 
school conducted by Bream Memorial Presby- 
terian Church. 
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The Robert A. Dunn 
Award 


Columbia Theological Seminary is greatly 
leased to announce the establishment of the 
Gobert A. Dunn award. By this action a prize or 
prizes totalling $100.00 will be awarded each 
year for the best thesis on “The Deity Of Christ.” 


This prize will be given at each Commencement 
by the Faculty of the Seminary. The award is 
made in the course in Christian Apologetics and 
upon recommendation of the Professor of Apolo- 
getics, who at present is Dr. Wm. C. Robinson, a 
life-long friend of Dr. Dunn. For the past fifteen 
years the students have written a series of essays 
on the Deity of our Lord as a part of their work 
in Apologetics. The award will stimulate and lift 
this work to a higher level. 


Since the course in Apologetics is offered in the 
Middle year, the donor has generously provided 
two awards of $100.00 each to be made this 
scholastic year. One of these will be given in the 
Senior Class which wrote papers on this theme last 
year, and the other award in the Middle Class 
which writes on the subject this year. 


The name of Robert A. Dunn is a synonym of 
character throughout our Church. The integrity of 
his character was moulded by faith in, love for, 
and adoration of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. In this yearly award “Bob” Dunn will con- 
tinue to strengthen the hands of the oncoming 
ministers in the Deity of his Lord as he faithfully 
supported the pastors of Charlotte’s old First 
Church in this bed-rock of the Christian faith. 
Dr. Dunn was Moderator of our General Assembly 
in 1931 and was for many years President of the 
Trustees of Davidson College. 


Montreat College Girls 
Are Honored 


The following Montreat College girls have been 
notified of the acceptance of poems which were 
submitted to the National Poetry Association for 
consideration and possible — in the An- 
nual Anthology of College Poetry. 





Azielee wv Hopewell, Va.; Carolyn Hassell, 


Hendersonville, N. C.; Mary Ellen Lucas, Waynes- 
boro, Va.; Barbara Stephenson, Vanderpool, Va.; 
Betsy Crutchfield, Orangeburg, S. C.; Dorothy 


Jean Sandefer, Rocky Mount, La.; Alice Poyser, 
Albany, Ill 


These girls are members of the English class 
of Miss Lula McClure. 


The Annual Anthology of College Poetry is a 
compilation of the best poetry written by college 
men and women in American colleges. Selections 
are made from thousands of poems submitted. 


Of the seven poems eanguted for publication in 
the Anthology of College Poetry, one written by 
Betsy Crutchfield is hereby given: 


God, Give Us Strength! 


To face the hardships of each day, 

To drive the urge of sin away, 

To live and love and work and play 
a kind and gentle, loving way— 
God, give us strength! 
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To build and mold our lives like Thine, 

To know that we thy love may find; 

To stand for what we know is right, 

To do thy will with all our might— 
God, give us strength! 


To strive in all we think and say 

To live like Thee in every way— 

To do the right—to fill Thy plan 

To learn to live in peace with Man— 
God, give us strength! 


Montreat, N. C. 
November 30, 19465. 
—“— <D+ >—-— 


Missionary Day At The 


Louisville Seminary 


“The development of atomic power is a chal. 
lenge to spiritual power,” Dr. Kerr Taylor de. 
clared in his address at the annual Missionary Day 
of the Louisville Seminary. Dr. Taylor, Education. 
al Secretary of the Committee on Foreign Mission 
of the Presbyterian Church US spoke on the sub. 
ject “World Condition and Implications for For. 
eign Missions.”” He mentioned five conditions 
which call for an intensified mission activity: (1) 
Development of atomic power as_ challenge to 
spiritual power, (2) Rise of Russia in the family 
of nations, (3) Evidence that ecclesiastical totali. 
tarianism is as deleterious in effect as state totali- 
tarianism, (4) Emergence into world view of the 
Christian Church, and (5) Bringing to a focus 
“The American Dilemma” regarding race question. 





Dr. Paul Burgess, the second guest speaker at 
the conference held for students and faculty on 
November 14, spoke on “Caesar and God in the 
Missionary Program.” Dr. Burgess, Missionary of 
the Presbyterian Church USA in Guatemala for 
thirty-two years, said that despite the restraints 
and limitations of totalitarian governments and 
Roman Catholic opposition, fruitful missionary 
work is being carried on in the several countries 
of Latin America. 


Following the addresses, a forum hour was held 
with Drs. Burgess and Taylor. 


In the afternoon session, presentation of illus 
trative types of student mission work was made 
by members of the student body. These were: 


~— Mission Work in Louisville: Donald White 

side. 

Rescue Mission Work: Thomas Myers. ; 

Mission Work of a City Church: Edward Tullis. 

Increasing Congregational Interest 
ences: Harold Parker. 

A Program of Missionary Education: Marshall 
Guthrie. 

Mission Work in a Discouraged Rural Area: Floyd 
Loperfido. 


in Benevol- 
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Norfolk Presbytery 


On Nov. 16th the Rev. Charles M. Pratt was 
dismissed at a called meeting of Norfolk Presby- 
tery to the Presbytery of Missouri that he may 8 
cept a cal] to the First Church of Columbia, Mo. 
Mr. Pratt was ordained by Norfolk Presbyury 
Nov. 7, 1937 as assistant to the pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church of Newport News, Va. In 
1938 he accepted the pastorate of the Williamr 
burg and Jamestown Churches where he has rt 
mained until dismissed as indicated above. 

—W. W. Grover,. Stated Clerk. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


MY SON 


Armand L. Currie, D.D. John Knox Press, Rich- 
nond, Va. Price, 50c. 


The Christmas story never fails to stimulate 
our imaginations. In this booklet Dr. Currie has 
employed his reverent imagination in ‘giving us a 
gripping story featuring Jesus, His mother Mary, 
and His foster father — The dialogue be- 
tween Mary and Joseph, as they discussed the fact 
that she was with child by the Holy Spirit, is both 
peautiful and chaste. On pages 22 and 24 the 
analogy of people being like wood should not be 
pressed too far. A little more theological insight 
at this point, bearing in mind the depravity of 
man and the necessity of regeneration, would be 
helpful. 


This entrancing story is a substantial addition to 
our Christmas literature. It will serve as an ideal 
Christmas gift. The author and publishers have 
both done their part in submitting a Christmas 
message that is interesting and attractively pre- 
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TRIUMPH IN CHRIST 


By Ralph G. Turnbull. The Bethlehem Book 
Room, Broad and Diamond Streets, Philadelphia 
11, Pa.; 100 pages; $1.00. 


These excellent radio talks by the pastor of 
the Bethlehem Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 
are worthy of printer’s ink. The religious rubbish 
that is dumped on the air by sundry organizations 
is too ephemeral for devotion and often too 
humanistic to deserve the name Christian. These 
twelve brief exhortations to live the life of the 
Spirit are exangelical to the core and the author 
has a happy way of putting old truths in a new 
light. The topics suggest this skill, such as an 
Easter message, “Casual, Casual, Crucial,” and 
the two on the “Christian’s outlook on life as 
“Telescopic” and “Microscopic.” The series con- 
cludes with talks on Suffering, Death and the Life 
Beyond. Such themes are appropriate for Sunday 
morning broadcasts in our day. 


Tune in to the Bethlehem pulpit on the air and 
pray for God’s blessing on its wide ministry. 


sented. —John R. Richardson. —Samuel M. Zwemer. 


CHRISTMAS GIFT SUGGESTION 


May we suggest The Southern Presbyterian Journal as a gift of lasting value and at a mod- 
erate price. A year’s subscription insures a semi-monthly reminder of your thoughtfulness, 
but more than that, The Journal carries the news of eternal life which is able to make men 
wise unto salvation and bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. An at- 
tractive announcement card goes to each one who is to receive The Journal as a Christmas 
Gift. These will be mailed out around December 15 unless we are otherwise instructed by the 
donor. We suggest that you sit down immediately and print plainly the names and addresses, 
including zone numbers, of all those to whom you want to give The Journal this year, and 
get them off to us right away. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 
Weaverville . North Carolina 


Please send The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal to the following: I enclose $ 
for__.__ subscriptions. 


Rates: $1.00 a year single subscription. 
Six subscriptions for $5.00. 


PLEASE PRINT NAMES AND INCLUDE ZONE NUMBERS WHERE NEEDED 


Name Name 








Address Address. 








Name__ Name 








Address___ Address 








Name 








Address 
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PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH ATTENTION! 


AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED NEW MISSIONARIES 
ARE URGENTLY NEEDED 


FOR WORK IN 
AFRICA . BRAZIL . CHINA . JAPAN . KOREA . MEXICO 


wunueaunugatuan 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR CANDIDATES 


<3 
. The great end of missionary life and service is the a a ot Christ and Him crucified 
to the non-evangelized peoples. Hence a cangigh? i himself have a vital Chris- 
tion faith, and should have an earnest C08 jo Ss others to Christ. 


. Age limits: Ordinarily 25-30. FVe ost 
<P 


. Education: 
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Evangelistic—Regularly ordained minister with full collegiate and theological training, 
and one year of clinical experience in the United States. 





Educational—At least A.B. or B.S. degree from some reputable college, a year of Bible 
study, and some practical experience in teaching. Post-graduate work in education de- 
sirable. 


Doctors—Graduate of a reputable medical college, at least one year of internship in a 
hospital and one year of Bible study. 













Nurses—Graduation from high school, full nurse's training course at a reputable hos- 
pital, successfully pass the State Board examination, and one year of Bible study. 





Industrial—Such training and experience as will enable them to train others to do efft- 
cient work along their special lines. 







Wives of Missionaries should be as well qualified in all respects as their husbands for a life 
of missionary service. It is impossible to measure the influences that radiate from a Chris- 
tion home in a land where Christ is not known. Although domestic duties will occupy a 
good part of her time, yet most missionary wives find time in the midst of busy days to hold 
classes in Bible, cooking, sewing, care of children, etc. A married woman is often able to 
wield an influence for Christ in a non-Christian community that would be impossible for a 
single woman. Wifehood and motherhood in such places enhance one’s prestige and 
standing. 










NEEDED TODAY 


} ORDAINED MINISTERS . DOCTORS . NURSES . EDUCATIONAL MEN AND WOMEN 
|. SINGLE WOMEN FOR WOMEN’S AND GIRLS’ WORK . BUSINESS MEN . AGRICULTURAL 
SPECIALISTS . INDUSTRIAL MEN AND BUILDERS . OFFICE ASSISTANTS 


FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS AND FOR APPLICATION FORMS WRITE TO 
1 Richard T. Gillespie . Candidate Secretary : 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH — UNITED STATES | 
Postoffice Box 330 —— Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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